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Government lifts bans 
on travel, passports 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- mi nis tr y had faTanacd P ntoB c nude by Prime Minister 
meat Tuesday adopted yet Security Department (PSD) Mads- Badran that il forms 
another measure toward* AM d orders prohibiting cs-* of itatrictino* on pnbBe free- 
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House panel slashes 
draft budget by JD 20m 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbc Lower 
House of Parliament’s Finan- 
cial Committee, which is cur- 
rently renewing die 1990 draft 
budget, has managed to re- 
duce the total amount of envis- 
aged expenditure for the year 
by JD 20 million, the commit’ 
foe's chairman said Tuesday. 

Dr. Abdullah Nsour, a de- 
puty from the Balqa Governo- 
rate and former planning 
minister who heads the panel. 


told Iordan Television that the 
cotmmnee, which earlier re- 
duced the proposed JD 1.105 
billion budget by JD 15 million 
has reduced it another JD 5 
million. 

Nsour said that the commit- 
tee would submit a detailed 
report to a foil House session 
later this week. 

He said that the final session 
of the panel held Tuesday 
heard the views of heads of 


several government depart- 
ments on questions related to 
the budget and on ways of 
handling unemployment, the 
rising cost of living and other 
related issues. 

Attending the meeting were 
the minister of education and 
higher education, energy and 
natural resources and water 
and irrigation and the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
director. 
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King honours outgoing Soviet envoy 



irba 

to FI 

|j Azeris put up 
% stiff resistance 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Gun- 
men ambushed troop convoys, 
boc 55 tanker captains threatened to 

• tom nl li j 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has conferred upon- 
the outgoing Soviet ambassador 
to Ionian, Alexander Zinbcuk, al 
btiklal Medal of the Fust Order, 


the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said Tuesday. 

The medal was presented to 
the ambassador by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 


Maiwan Al Qasem at a dinner 
hosted in honour of the envoy. 
The dinner was attended by a 
number of senior Arab and fore- 
ign rKpirwiirfo in Amman. 


i PS® presence of Soviet troops in 
aware] Azerbaijan. 

ohms' 1 In Moscow, - Soviet Foreign 
ed, be* Ministry spokesman Gennady 
days* Gerasimov said “extremists* 
Los A? were harassing the wives and 
rf Con children of mfiitary people, stop- 
ing fan ping their ships as they fled Baku 
r shoes' *n rear for their lives. 

die of >* But Sohrab Sbamktolov, die 
id spokesman for die Azerbaijan 
ts- ^ Popular Front, told a Moscow 
sited* news conference they were ready 
ewsssf to talk to the Kremlin ami a 
i]e Soviet general said compromises 
«et sbs had to be found between Moscow 
» the £ and Azerbaijani militants. 

I youth Major-General Yevgeny 
gives * Nechayev told an Interior Mtnis- 
grthD# try news conference in Moscow 
that he did not consider the front 
to be among dm "mdivufea! ter- 
rorists” be ofauned for much of 
the vioiencc (gree te d at Soviet 
Jg ffi troops deployed in the republic. 

pote^* “My opinion is that we hove to 
wai k launch a dialogue with . these 
, on & organisations," he said. "We 
L^es, * have to find compromises, we 
” have to pursue our ' co mm on 


had seat a te leg r a m to the Baku 
military commander, Imkasit 
General Anatoly Duhinyak, Sun- 
day threatening to blow up their 
stops and oil ngs if the troops did 
not leave. 

The newspaper, which also said 
Soviet soldiers of Azeri national* 
fry had deserted and jesoed mili- 
tants shooting at scfrners is their 
barracks, gave no (featffinc for 
the tanker captains' action. 

The KBG said Tuesday the 
republic was on the brink of 
anarchy. 

Hopes arose briefly Monday 
for an end to 10 days of brand 


“The main thing is fo Jean how 
Co listen to viewpoints you don't 
tike,” be added. 

On Monday the Azerbaijan 
parliament told Moscow to begin 
. j removing the troops that stormed 
nationalist barricades iri Baku 
eaiiy Saturday morning as soon 
as possible, threatening to break 
* Hnks with the Soviet Union. 

Il Gerasimov said there had bees 
>? 0 5no official reaction to die do* 
0 Jjjnand. “Maybe they (the Kremlin 
J Pleaders) are dunking bow todc- 
£ J J fuse the situation,” he said, 
pr Jj. Front activists have set tbeir 
efi qwq deadline of 48 hours for Che 
| withdrawal to begin and it nos 
^ oat Wednesday. 
i3 'f **We are watting for tomorrow 
9 rf J tonunK, and then we start the 
« $£& guerrilla war,” sa id a Baku 
J fjinan who identified h imse l f as a . 
is Jp Popular Front member. “We will 
^ ^figfat to the last drop of Wood.” 
£ e[ The Moscow newspaper Kom- 
S i Ssomobkaya Pravda reported 
fl JfTucsday that Azni «T tasker 
07 ^captasu pepresentmg 5D..vessds 


and Azerbaijan, when hkh-rank- 
a% Commungt Party anogovern- 
ment offieab from the neigh- 
bouring southern republics 
agreed to withdrew aimed bands 
from border areas and end 
between thousands of 
militants. 

But Radio Moscow reported 
Tuesday tbc situation in Baku 
remained “very, ray tense,” and 
said the i nflia iy commander of 
Azerbaijan’s capital vowed Us 
troops were ready to stop “with 
complete detenxmutksi” further 
attacks on Bakuresahatsor their 
property. 

Ami- Armenian riots and kill- 
ings in Baku Jan. 13 ignited the 
ethnic warfare. 

On Monday, writing Mack- 
dad Azerbaijani Muslims mar- 
ched through the Caspian Sea 
port city of 1.8 mflfion 10 mourn 
those killed when the Soviet 
troops moved in. Radio Moscow 
said anti-army and anti-Rnsshm 
witimentx were being w h i p p e d 
op oy iRupoomac people 
sending threatening unsigned let- 
ters and making anonymous 
phone calls; 

Snsptdous Baku resident* also 
prevailed departure of two ships 
carrying tbc frumfie* of seddfen 
stationed m the area, said Goa- 
shnov. 

. He said Azerbajjanis saiyccfcd 
bodies of people killed m the 
Soviet assault on Bakn were 
being smuggled out. They 
^nrestiy t^mght auth o riti es 
wanted to drim fewer casualties. 

“Nothing was found in the 
holds,’ 1 Gereshnov told file Mba- 
cow briefing. He and he had no 
other information about the ships 
or vriiefoer they safled. . 


Assad, Hrawi set Aoun as priority 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Presidents Hafez Al Assad of 
Syria and KKy Hrawi of Lebanon 
said Tuesday they were prepared 
to use force to oust rebellious 
General Michel Aoun from Leba- 
non's presidential palace as soon 
as possible. 

“If at die end there i& no 
alternative, I shall use force,” 
said Hrawi at a joint press confer- 
ence held at the end of a duee- 


ence held at the end of a three- 
day visit to Damascus. *T wiU use 
everything to stop die partition.” 

Both presidents said ending the 
standoff overjvho inn die legiti- 
mate government of Lebanon 
was a priority. 

Asked about «t»«arnm^g ail the 
militias in Lebanon, Assad said. 


“Everything in its time, but first 
of all, the issue of dm army 
rebellion must be dealt with.” 
He said be would commit what- 
ever armed forces Hrawi needed 
to oust A otto. 

“V die Lebanese legitimacy 
asks to use the Syrian military 
forces to extend its authority, we 
stoll abide,” Assad said. “We do 
not have any reservation concern- 
ing any request.” 

The Syrian president said he 
hoped the rebellion could be en- 
ded as soon as possible because, 
(l tbc Syrian forces have other 
duties and we prefer that our 
forces do not deal directly with 
tbc daily affairs in Lebanon.” 
Hrawi said that he had agreed 


with Assad on a security plan for 
Beirut “so that it becomes a 


Hrawi was a c co mp anied on bis 
first trip outside Lebanon as pres- 
ident by Prime'Mmister Salim Al 
Hass and Hussein Al Husseini, 
speaker of the paztiameut. 

Assad said Syria was commit- 


duties on all Lebanese territory as 
soon as possible,” the Syrian 
president said. 


troops would withdraw from west 
Beirut two years after the adop- 
tion of reforms increasing the 
political power of the Muslim 
majority. 

“We will work with our 
brothers in Lebanon to enable 
the legitimate Lebanese authority 
take control and carry out its 


The Lebanese press went on 
strike Tuesday to protest restric- 
tions damped by Aoun on the 
madia in the Christian enclave. 

The Press Association, which 
called the one -day strike, said 
newspapers would not publish 
Wednesday to show solidarity 
with three “sister publications 
that were forced shut by ihe de 
facto forces is east Beirut.” 

. The work stoppage (fid not 
cover the foreign press and 
broadcast media- 


Maghreb states give more power to union 

TUNIS (R) — Arab Maghreb .Tunisian Foreign Minister Abdul possibilities of c oo peration and the secretariat is 
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TUNIS (R) — Arab Maghreb 
leaden agreed Tuesday to give 
more power to the Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU) to coordinate re- 
gional policy and. staff practical 
work to set up a common market 
from the Atlantic to the Egyptian 
bolder, . 

At the-end of a three-day sum- 
mit in Took, the five (AMU) 
members — Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia 
— announce d that the union 
would have a permanent secretar- 
iat and . that foreign ministers 
would counfinate on internation- 
al issues. 

Foreign and defence ministers 
would abo- meet to consider 
possible cooperation in defence, 


Tunisian Foreign Minister Abdul 
Hamid EscheOdt said m a dosing 
statement. 


Five working groups would 
meet in February or Much, one 
in each of the five countries, to 
take over from ministerial group 
winch have been exploring the 
possibilities of cooperation since 
the union was set up last Fcbnuy, 
he said. 

Tunisian Presklent Zine Al 
Abkfinc Ben Afi said the immedi- 
ate priorities were economic in- 
tegration, joint food production 
projects and . free movement 
around the region. 

"We all want North Africa to 
be a united expanse in which 
borders will fade away and the 


integration wifi multiply,” he said 
in his dosing speech. 

The changes, which require 
amendments to last Febaiuary’s 
founding Marrakesh Treaty, in- 
crease the authority of the un- 
ion as an institution and nuke it 
dose in form to the European 
Co mm unity, in many ways its 

model 

Escbeikb said the beads of 
state would appoint a secretary 
general and decide where to base 
the secretariat. Officials said 
Tuna, which already has the 
Arab League and the Palestine 
Liberation organisation (PLO), 
was favourite. 

Under present arrangements, 


the secretariat is attached to the 
rotating chairmanship. The five 
countries agreed that this did not 
provide sufficient continuity. 

Political issues 

For the fixst time since the 
Arab Maghreb Union was set up, 
it commented on political issues 
outride the region. 

The dosing statement said the 
five countries favoured an inter- 
national Middle East peace con- 
ference under U.N. auspices and 
supported Lebanese President 
Ehas Hrawi in his a tte m pts to 
extend his government's author- 
ity throughout Lebanon. 


Two Palestinians 
killed in W. Bank 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian was 
killed by Israeli troops in the 
West Bank town of Nablus as be 
fled after being ordered to bait in 
an arrest raid, the army said 
Tuesday. 

Abo Tuesday, Arab reports 
said another Palestinian sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel was stabbed and beaten to 
death by unknown assailants in the 
nearby village of Arrabab. 

Meanwhile, five-year-old 
Mohammad Kabafaa was in se- 
rious condition after being hit in 
the head with a bullet fired by 
Israeli soldiers during a stone- 
throwing dash Monday in the 
West Bank village of Tur A] 
Arbiyafa. 

The latest deaths raised to 649 
the number of Palestinians killed 
by Israelis in the 25- month up- 
rising. 

At least 173 Palestinians have 
been killed by fellow Arabs, most 
on suspidon of collaboration. 
Forty-three Israelis have died in 
the violence. 

The army said in a statement 
that troops conducting an arrest 
raid in the old, central market of 
Nablus encountered two Palesti- 
nian “suspects” and ordered 
them to halt. One did, and the 
other tried to flee despite shouts 
and warning shots fired in the air, 
the army said. 

The army said the troops 
opened fire, fatally wounding the 
freeing suspect. It said he later 
was identified as being a leader of 
a ‘‘shock committee," which en- 
forces uprising directives. 

The victim was identified as 
Musa Saaed, 24, Arab reporters 
said. 

Merchants in Nablus staged a 
strike Tuesday to protest the kill- 
ing, the reporters said. 

Stone-throwing dashes with 
Israeli troops broke out in Nablus 
and the nearby Askar refugee 
camp, and three Palestinian 
teenagers were shot and wound- 
ed, they said. 

The houses of two other 
“shock co mm itt e e” members in 


Nablus were sealed overnight by 
the army, the army spokesman's 
office said. They were the homes 
of Hazem Fefbi, 22, and Ibrahim 
Kanazeh, 24, who have been in 
army custody for five months, 
Arab reports said. 

The army has repeatedly used 
house demolitions and seating; to 
punish uprising offenders, despite 
criticism from the United Stares 
and international human rights 
organisations that they constitute 
collective punishment and a de- 
nial of due process of the law. 

In the village of Airabah near 
Jenin. Ahmad Saadallah, 31, was 
stabbed and beaten to death late 
Monday night by masked men, 
Arab reports said. They said 
Saadafiah was suspected of work- 
ing with Israel’s Shin Bet secret 


A seven-year-old boy was 
seriously wounded when soldiers 
opened' fire on Palestinian de- 
monstrators in the village of 
Toura Ai Gharbiyeh in the Jenin 
area, military sources said. 

In the Gaza Strip, more than 
200 students held a sit-in at the 
office of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross Tuesday 
to protest at school closures. 
Palestinians said the army tod 
temporarily shut 14 schools. 

Palestinian witnesses quoted by 
Reuters said Israeli soldiers 
attacked students at a United 
Nations-run vocational training 
centre in Gaza City who tod 
erected makeshift barricades. 

Nine women students were tre- 
ated for tear-gas inhalation and 
six students were severely beaten 
by troops, hospital officials said. 
Residents said one student was 
injured by a rubber-coated metal 
bullet. 

The army confirmed that 
troops dspeised protesters in the 
area. It said eight students were 
treated in hospital for tear-gas 
inhalation and released. 

Troops shot and wounded four 
Palestinians daring anti-Israeli 
demonstrations in the Gaza Strip 
towns of Rafah and Khan 
Younis, hospital officials said. 


Peres : Agreement 
on dialogue is near 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
Vice-Premier Shimon Peres said 
Tuesday agreement was very near 
on the first direct talks between 
Israel and Palestinians. 

“An parties to agree that dia- 
logue in Cairo... can be started 
rather soon... we are very near an 
agreement,” Peres told reporters 
on arrival at Cairo aixpoff. 

Egypt and the United States 
have for months been trying to 
bring Palestinians and Israelis to 
the negotiating table. But Palesti- 
nian representation has been a 
stumbling block. 

“Our petition today is that we 
axe so near to starting a meaning* 
ful negotiation with the Palesti- 
nians, that it would be a fetal 
mistake to give it op,” Peres said. 

His Labour Party rules in un- 
easy coalition with the right-wing 
Likud, hardline members of 
which oppose the elections prop- 
osal which would be the subject 
of Israel-Palestinian talks. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has proposed elections in 
die occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip as a way of finding 
Palestinian representatives for 
Xsrad to negotiate peace with. 

Israel has been refuting to deal 
directly or indirectly with the 
Palestrae liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The PLO insists that it must 
name the Palestinian delegation 
to talks with Israel in Cairo. 

It also insists that Palestinians 
living outside die occupied terri- 
tories join the talks. 

Seres echoed his government's 

policy on dealings with the FLO, 
but said there was strong support 
in the Israeli government for 
Palestinians expelled by Israel 
from the occupied territories to 
be included in the Palestinian 
negotiating team. 

“I think we are agreed practi- 
cally on most issues, indudmg 
representation, and in repre- 
sentation there are (me or two 
remaining issue which I believe 
an be settled,” be said. 

Just back from Washington, 
Egypt’s foreign minister said 
Tuesday his government was 
cautiously optimistic about cur- 


rent peace efforts despite persist- 
ing difficulties. 

Foreign Minster Esmat Abdul 
Meguid's assessment came a day 
after his return from meeting with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

Abdul Meguid spoke a few 
hours before the arrival of Peres. 

In a newspaper interview pub- 
lished Tuesday, the Israeli min : s- 
ter was quoted as saying peace 
efforts were getting “very close to 
the decisive points.” 

Speaking to the state-owned Al 
Ah ram , Peres said: “What is left 
is for us to make decisions on 
(composition of) the Palestinian 
delegation and the Israeli-Palesti- 
fiian dialogue.” 

Secretary of State Baker prop- 
osed the dialogue. 

“There are some points of dif- 
ference and some of agreement,” 
Abdul Meguid said. “Egypt is 
intent on continuing die efforts 
until we attain our aims. 

“There is cautious optimism, 
and This o p timism is prompting us 
to resort to afi possible means to 


Aodnl Meguid reiterated 
Cairo's readiness to attend in 
Washington a Baker-proposed 
meeting of foreign ministers erf 
the United States, Israel and 
Egypt to prepare for the Israeli- 
Palestinian dialogue. 

But Egypt will go to the 
Washington meeting only “if this 
will help posh forward the peace 
process and promote the Palesti- 
nian-Israeli dialogue,” he said. 

Diplomatic sources in 
Washington said Abdul Meguid 
gave Baker suggestions for hurd- 
ling the dispute over Palestinian 
participation. They said Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
in Washington at the same time 
as die Egyptian, took the ideas to 
Israel for consideration. 

Shimon Shamir, Israel's Cairo 
ambassador, met with Abdul 
Meguid Tuesday to discuss peace 
efforts and arrangements for 
Peres' 24-hour visit. 

Shamir told reporters after- 
wards that his government and 
the United States remain at odds 
over how to solve the impasse. 
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Kuwaiti police break up 
pro- democracy march 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Security 
men dispersed a crowd at a pro- 
democracy rally south of Kuwait 
City Monday night. An interior 
ministry spokesman said five peo- 
ple were arrested. 

The spokesman said the five 
were detained “after trying to 
resist security men and prevent 
them from carrying out their 
duty.” 

The statement said one of the 
five wielded a knife and tried to 
attack policemen at die rally in 
Famawaniya, 16 kilometres south 
of Kuwait City. 

“At 7:00 p.m. (1600 GMT) a 
crowd gathered at Famawaniya 
in an attempt to stage a rally in 
one the drwaniyas of citizens 
without permission,” the Kuwaiti 
News Agency (KUNA) said. 

“Despite several warnings by 
concerned authorities to partici- 
pants to disperse, they went 
ahead with their plan, prompting 
security men to disperse them 
and deal with the situation,” the 
state-run agency said. 

The meeting was scheduled at 
the diwaniya, or open-house 


salon, of former Member of Par- 
liament Abbas Mimawer to press 
ahead with demands for restoring 
parliamentary life. 

Activists said security men 
used foam cannons to disperse 
the crowd. The area around 
Munawer's house was cordoned 
off. 

The crowds defied an implicit 
c«ii for an end to rallies from the 
emir, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah. He said in a televised 
address Saturday that he was 
ready to discuss popular parti- 
cipation in government after 
weekly demonstrations. 

“We must remember that we 
are members of one small house 
th at cannot bear divisions and 
discoid... we live in times which 
require wisdom more than zeal 
and cooperation more than con- 
frontation, conciliation more 
than threats,” he said. 

The National Assembly, for 
years the most vocal parliament 
m die Arab World, was dissolved 
at the height of the Iran-Iraq war 
in 1986 when the government said 
it was encouraging dissension. 


Activists, inducting many for- 
mer members of pariiameiit, have 
held Monday nignt rallies to press 
for the reinstatement of pariia- 
ment on the grounds that the war 
has been over since August 1988. 

The speaker of the assembly, 
Ahmad A1 Saadoun, told demon- 
strators that Monday’s rally 
would be the last before a cooling 
off period to aDow for talks with 
die government 
Earner Saadoun told the crowd 
that pro-democracy leaders had 
requested a meeting with the 


The mx>- democracy activists 
collected a petition calling for the 
reconv eni ng of parliament and 
signed by 25,000 people but the 
emir has refused to receive the 
document 

However the emir’s statement 
that he was in favour of par- 
liamentary life as well as earlier 
comments by die crown prince in 
which he called for democracy 
have gone some way toward 
meeting the protesters’ demands 
— short of actually reconvening 
parliament • 


Israel conditionally offers 
to withdraw from Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanaon (R) 
— Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Tuesday his 
country would leave South Leba- 
non if Syrian and Palestinian 
forces withdrew from the 
country. 

“If tiie Syrians and the Palesti- 
nians pull out from Lebanon we 
will leave too. We have neither 
ambitions in Lebanon nor prob- 
lems with the Lebanese bolder,” 
Rabin said. 

He was talking to reporters 
during a visit to Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone” in South 
.Lebanon, two days after resist- 
ance forces killed the highest- 
ranking Israeli officer in Lebanon 
since 1985. 

“Israel will cooperate with any- 
one in Lebanon to pull out the 
foreign forces from the country 
and especially from Beirut," 
Rabin said. 

Some 40,000 Syrian troops con- 
trol up to 70 per cent of Leba- 
non’s territory and thousands of 
Palestinian and Iranian fighters 
have military bases in the 
country. 

About 800 Israeli troops and 
the 2,500-strong South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia patrol the 
“security zone” to prevent resist- 
ance attacks on Israel’s northern 
border. 


“We hope the Lebanese will be 
free again and unite against all 
the foreigners who want to influ- 
ence Lebanon to achieve their 
own goals. It is time the Lebanese 
reach an understanding,” Rabin 

said. 

He said the killing Sunday of 
Colonel Yitzhak Rahimov, 40, in 
the border strip “will not do good 
but will disturb life in Lebanon.” 

The Fateh Revolutionary 
Council led by Abo Nidal said its 
fighters killed Rahimov in a dash 
near Yaroun village, one 
kilometre north of Israeli border. 

An Israeli anny spokesman 
said Monday the army shot dead 
three guerrillas hours after they 
killed Rahimov who served as a 
bason officer to the SLA in the 
zone. 

‘Soviets leaving Syria’ 

Israel’s armed forces chief of 
staff, Lieutenant-General Dan 
Shomron. has said the Soviet 
Union is gradnally reducing the 
number of military advisers in 
Syria. 

Both Syria and the Soviet 
embassy in Damascus denied 
Arab press reports last week that 
Moscow bad withdrawn most of 
its estimated 2,500 advisers. 

Shomron told an Israeli jour- 
nalist: “There is no exodus of 


Soviet advisers from Syria. The 
advisers are leaving bit-by-bit in 
accordance with a Soviet policy of 
reducing their forces in various 
parts of the world.” 

He said there were still more 
than 1,000 advisers in Syria. 

Shomron made the remark 
during a major army exercise last 
week. He was quoted by the daily 
Hadashot last Thursday. 

Military sources said the anny 
played it down at the time be- 
cause Rabin was visiting 
Washington and Israel did not 
want to say anything which could 
be seen as reducing the Syrian 
“threat.” 

Rabin insisted in statements in 
the United States that Soviet 
military support for Syria and 
supplies of advanced . Soviet 
weaponry continued unabated, 
despite K remlin calls for Damas- 
cus to abandon its goal of 
strategic parity with Israel. 

He cited what he termed mas- 
sive rearmament by Syria, Iraq 
and Libya as grounds for main- 
taining Washington’s annual auf 
grant to the Jewish state at $3 
billion. 

Republican Senator Bob Dole 
has proposed trimming the aid to 
make money available for emerg- 
ing democracies in Eastern 
Europe. 


Israel tells U.S. it is not selling 
cluster bombs to Addis Ababa 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Hie United States has been 
as su red that Israel is not selling 
cluster bombs to Ethiopia, the 
State Department said Monday. 

The New York Tunes said Sun- 
day U.S. administration officials 
suspected Israel of sending dus- 
ter bombs to Ethiopia and had 
unconfirmed reports that the gov- 
ernment had already used them 
against rebels. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
the administration had noted the 
report but could not confirm it. 

“The truth is that we have no 
dear, psysical evidence that 
Israel has provided such weapons 
to the government of Ethiopia,” 
she said. 

“We have raised the subject of 
weapon shipments to Ethiopia 
with Israel on repeated occasions 
inducting the visit last week of 
Defence Minister (Yitzhak) 
Rabin and we have been told 
Israel was not providing duster 
bombs to Ethiopia and would not 
do so,” she added. 


But Tutwiler was unable to say 
whether Rabin’s assurance also 
covered possible past shipments. 

The report surfaced as Israel 
reopened its embassy in Ethiopia 
Monday, marking the formal re- 
sumption of diplomatic relations. 

Reports have suggested that 
the government in Addis Ababa 
is interested in Israeli arms for its 
war with guenillas in Tigre and 
Eritrea in exchange for allowing 
its small Jewish population to 
emigrate. 

Israel clandestinely airlifted 
out about 15,000 Jewish Ethio- 
pians, or Fabshas, in 1984-85. 
About 10,000 are believed to 
remain in Ethiopia. 

There have been repeated re- 
ports — denied by Israel — that 
Israel has already sent aims and 
advisers to Ethiopian government 
forces since relations were res- 
tored. 

The United States stopped ex- 
porting duster bombs, which 
spray chunks of metal around a 
large area, in 1982 after they were 
used against civilians in Israel’s 


invasion of Lebanon. The ban 
was lifted last year but no duster 
bombs have been sent to Israel 
since then. 

Israel may have built its own 
duster bombs, military sources 
say. 

Former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter said a month ago that 
“one of .our Middle East allies’’ had 
provided duster bombs to the 
Ethiopian air force. 

Carter, who has been trying to 
mediate an end to along cnrfl war 
between the government in Addis 
Ababa and Eritrean rebels, did 
not identify Israel specifically. 

Last weds:, without elabora- 
tion, Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamfr voiced confidence 
that aU those Jews remaining in 
Ethiopia would be allowed to go 
to Israel. 

A duster bomb, dropped from 
an airplane, explodes and re- 
leases scores of small bombs con- 
tained in the canister. It can have 
severe tactical and psychological 
effect because of the series of 
explosions that are set off. 
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Sharon says Palestinian elections 
will lead to separate state, war 


TEL AVIV (R) — Hardline 
Trade Minister Ariel Sharon, in a 
challenge to Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, warned Tuesday 
that Palestinian elections in occu- 
pied territories would lead to a 
separate state and war. 

Sharon scored a threat by Sha- 
mir to resign if a Likud party 
committee rejected die premier’s 
efforts, inducting a proposal for 
Palestinian elections, at a show- 
down meeting cm Feb. 7. 

“I regret the efforts to turn 
national issues into a personal 
matter,” Sharon, a burly soktier- 
tumed -politician, told Israeli 
radio reporters. 

“Now we certainly have a first- 
rate opp o r tunity for the govern- 
ment to review its path and to try 
to abandon this elections propos- 
al that would in fact bring about a 

Palestinian state, bloodshed and 

■ * 


war,” he said. 

Sharon and fellow Likud 
Hawks contend that an indepen- 
dent state, sought by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO), would be the first step in 
a bid to wipe out Israel. 

Sharon sand the time was ripe 
to drop the elections proposal as 
the United States had hinted it 
was concerned with other matters 
and was losing patience with the 
Middle East. 

Shamir, 74, threatened Mon- 
day to resign if be foiled to win 
support from the Likud central 
co mmi tt e e. Sharon, the commit- 
tee’s 61-year-old chairman, and 
Likud ministers David Levy and 
Yitzhak Mbdai lead die party 
oppoatkm. 

“It is very dear that if the 
Likud central committee won’t 
support me, I cannot remain 


leader of the Likud or the prime 
minister,” Shamir, who brads a 
coalition government with die 
Labour Party, told reporters 
Monday. 

Sharon, forced out as defence 
minister in 1983 over his handling 
of an Israeli invasion of Lebanon 
the previous year, said, “We 
must have a free discussion with- 
out ultimatums and imtmnda- 
tkm.” 

The elections proposal, 
approved by the cabinet in May, 
would let the 1.7 million Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip choose nego- 
tiators to talks with Israel. 

“It is still being present as an 
Arab concession to Israel but it is 
the greatest concession of Israel 
to the 'Arabs without anything 
inretum,” Sharon said. 
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Khartoum’s stand on relief may 

cause exodus to rebel areas 


- ■ By Hanra Headawi 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Western aid agencies, saying 
Sudan’s rating junta is delaying vital food ship- 
ments to the war-tom south, plan to sidestep the 
military government and launch a major relief 
operation in rebel-held areas. 

Foreign relief officials said Tuesday the opera- 
tion could cause an exodus of starving people into 
regions controlled by the Sudan People’s libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) and would boost the rebels’ 
status locally and internationally. 

“The government does not seem to realise that 
it is the one which stands to lose by delaying 
Operation Lifelife Sudan,” said the head of 
one major relief organisation in Khartoum. 

The second phase of Operation Lifelife Sudan, 
led by the United Nations and estimated to cost 
$200 million, was due to start Jan. 1. Relief 
workers and diplomats have 1 said tens of 
thousands could starve because the junta’s pre- 
conditions are delaying the start. 

Western relief agencies based in Kenya are 
already finalising plans tor a substantial effort in 
SPLA-beki areas, relief workers said. 

They said the programme, to be partly funded 
by the European Community and the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, would 
be carried out by charities not represented in 
Khartoum, making the junta’s attitude 
irrelevant. 

At least two of the charities were thrown out of 
northern Sudan in 1987 on security grounds. 

The only United Nations agency with a govern- 
ment mandate to work in SPLA-held areas, fr om 
neighbourin g Eth iopia, is the U.N. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF). 

The relief offidals said the junta’s delay of 
Operation Lifeline was beginning to damage jts 
image abroad, already tarnished by alleged hu- 
man rights violations and its coup last June which 
ousted an elected civilian government. 

The government insists that only basic relief 


supplies be sent torebel-faetdareas and that plans 
to improve the administrative and education 
system there be cancelled. . 

Relief w ork ers say this is impossible because 
lifeline is committed to treat government and 
rebel-held areas equally. 

The government also wants all references to 
the SPLA in documents on the operation re- 
placed by the word “rebels.” 

The aid workers said it was already too late ii 
most of the south to distribute seeds for the 
planting of the main staples, sorghum and maize 
As a result most southerners would depend 
totally on handouts this year.. 

Relief workers and diplomats have said up to 
100,000 people were expected to leave die Bahr 
AJ Gfaazal region in search for food by the end of 
January or early February. 

The offidals said small groups of starving 
people from northern Bahr A1 Ghazal were 
beginning to arrive in Kordofan. 

But voluntary agencies in Kordofan towns, 
where southerners flocked during the great 
famin e of 1988, had either left or lacked supplies 
and personnel to handle a sizeable infinx. 

The SPLA has been fighting since 1983 in the 
south, a vast and undeTpopolated region, against 
what it sees as domination by the north. * 

Khartoum has played down a string of defeats 
this month at die hands of the SPLA. On Sunday 
and Monday rebels shelled die southern regional 
capital Juba for the first time in a year. 

Relief workers said southerners tiring in army 
garrison towns were expected to be the first to- 
s u f fe r from the delay of the U.N. pro gramm e. 
They said the junta was pressing donor countries 
to finanrw an aid airlift to Juba. 

The first stage of Operation lifeline Sudan 
ended last October. It shipped more than 100,000 
tonnes of supplies to tee south and helped 
prevent a r e r an of the 1988 tragedy, when a 
quarter of a million southerners died of hunger or 
disease. 
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Iraqi minister visits France 

BAQHDAD (R) — Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hammadi left for Paris Tuesday for an official visit, the Iraqi 
News Agency reported. It said Hammadi , who is in charge of 
affair s at die Iraqi cabinet, will have folks with -French 
officials on boosting cooperation between the two countries. 
France was Iraq’s main arms supplier in die eight-year Gulf war 
with Iran. Htxtitities ended with a U.N.-brokered ceasefire m 
August, 1988. 

UAE bans smoking in health centres . 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
banned smoking in its more than 200 government hospitals and 
medical centres. It is also considering banning smoking among 
45,000 employees in all government offices. A recent survey 
found 30 per' cent of them were smokers. 

Crew evacuated from burning tanker 

BAHRAIN (R) — A rescue ship has evacuated most of the crew 
from a Japanese tanker on fire in the Arabian Sea, Gulf shfoping 
sources said Tuesday. They said a passing ship had taken off most 
of die crew from the Japanese liquefied petroleum gas carrier Sun 
River after its engine room caught fixe Monday. ‘The vessel haS 


River after its engine room caught fixe Monday v M TIfe vesseThaS 
been evacuated but it is not known whether the fire is under 
controTornpt,” one source said. The^25^73-tonue tanker, saifing 
m ballast for the Saudi port ofRasTtijmmrah, sent a distress signal 
from a position 370 utiles off the Omani coast, die souroessakL A 
vessel owned by the same company — Japan’s Kawasaki Kisen 
KJSL — sailed to the bunting tanker and^ apparently removed 
most of its crew, leaving some behind to fight the fire, they said. 
There were no further details and the identity of the rescue vessel 
was not known. The ship had been doe to. arrive in RasTammrah 
Wednesday night- 

• ' ™ % 

Zanzibaris seek visas to Oman. 

• * ■ * 

ZANZIBAR (R) — Hundreds of Zanzibaris seeking to tgfce 
advantage of new immigration laws in Oman queued for visas 
Monday and Tuesday at the Omani consulate in Zanzibar, open 
for the first time this year. Oman, which ruled Zanzibar from the 
16th century to 1964, relaxed immigration rules for Zanzibaris of 
Arab origin last month — so long as they renounced Tanzanian 
citizenship. The prospective emigrants were mainly young men 
who said they were going because of better job prospects. They 
expected visas within a day or two. A government official said the 


Zanzibaris were free to settle anywhere, while an Omani diplomat 
in Zanzibar said the consulate was not limiting those seeking to 
settle in Oman. A stomp in dove prices has battered Zanzibar's 
economy and aggravated nnemjtioymenL The island is also 
troubled by political tensions Mamed on wealthy Zanzibaris 
opposed to the island’s 1964 union with Tanganyika that formed 
Tanzania. 

Libya seeks U.N. help 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Libya has complained to the United 
Nations that it was the target of renewed United States economic 
sanctions on grounds it encouraged terrorism and called an the 
international community to get tee c urbs rescinded. “The United 
States president has taken tee arb i tr ary decision to reimpose 
economic sanctions against tee socialist people’s Libyan Arab 
Jamahmya, alleging te at it is encouraging what he w>ik tenorism 
teat endangers tee security of the United States,” Libyan Foreign 

Minister Jadullah TalM said in a letter to Secretary General Javier 


, Apparently referring to a trade ban periodically 
renewed since 1986, Talhi said: “The spuriousness of these 
repeated United States allegations against Libya no longer 
requires proof or demonstration . ” He said the international 
co mmunit y, which ha d .unanimously oondemnarf these practices, 
bore responsibility for taking “practical deterrent measures to 
halt tins abusive monopolisation of international law and 
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Btr Mqjcsty Queen Noor Tueaday lay* the founda- of the 

tine stone for Al Amal Centre for (fee Itefcftbflttatioe photo) 


McifrBy Ha a fH oq yf d fa Sahib (Petra 


Jordan New* Agwcy, Feta Mad 
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me oenoerm cipwnu™ win 
not be complete fa Jordan except 
with for cr eati on of noStfafti tw~ 


In reply to a tpcriioo op p 
*ch«hrio d- moctfag in Baghdad 
later this ouefoby pttaacatt- 
rians from the four-member Arab 
Coopnaticn Council (ACC). 
Arar ukt that foe bower House 
supports the crtsiiM of a joint 
ACC pariuBBCW bin Jordan's de- 
legation to the Jan. 31 meetfag 
would submit a number of idea 
and proposals cm foe issue- 


to efforts 19 Tt&* Arab tups 
tefabstit,** AnrwL TfbcPLO 
now -avoids Involvement ia any 
tone that codd barm Jordan's 
bnentil attain naoc it recognise* 
that *S people living fa Jordan 
are Jonutmans, be said, “Tie 
Jordanian pvtimeot s up p ort s 
the FLO as the sole and kgui- 
AHt* representative of the 
Palestinian people and supports 
the Palestinian uprising. Arar 


Sahab gets centre for disabled 


The Bnjduladiaeetiiu.be said, 
b past of cttdeanwn ov Egypt. 
Iraq, North Yemen and Jordan to 
achieve full Arab 


wmen is a great step 
achieving Arab unity.** 

Aral's comments on the ACC 
came two days after * statement 
made by Prune Minister Mndar 
Bjdran that Jordan firmly sup* 
ported any tfepa towards Arab 
integration and unity. In «w- 
ments nude at a Lover House 
session, Badran said the ACC 
countries had already signed 27 
agreements, paving -the way far 
the aspired i mcgratio p,. At an 
ACC summit to be bdd fa Am* 
man in February, 11 more agree* 


easne die aooae around Israel, 
we. wfacs ia trying so escape the i . . 

be said, proanc by pretending da fatett 1 I ApO 
F*vnt oo punaing the coarse of peace.** I L.UV/WI 

’Ido not trust any of Israel*! 
declared fatestioai or cte» ab* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Owen Noor Tuesday laid the 
foundation stone for A1 Amal 
Ccc one far the Rehabilitation of 
foe Mentally Handicapped fa the 

town of Sahab southeast of Am- 
man and la ter inspected fori fftres 
by the A1 Amal Special Educa- 
tion Centre- 

The rehabilitation centre, 
which estimated to cost JD 
SO, 000, is one of estimated to 
ctgjbt -centres to be set tip by the 


General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) to offer facili- 
ties and care for handicapped 
children. 

The other centres will be set up 
fa Madaba, Zarqa, Maan, Mai- 
raq, Aqaba, Irbid, Ajkmn, Salt 
and Jerasfa at a total cost of JD 
1.1 million, GUVS President 

Abdullah A1 Khatib said at the 
Tuesday's ceremony. He said the 
centres would provide assistance, 


along with the 50 existing centres 
to nearly 6,000 handicapped chil- 
dren. 

Work os the eight centres is 
expected to be completed in 
September of this year and to 
start operations by the beefaning 
of 1991. 

The 50 centres offer services 
and care for the physically and 
mentally retarded, the deaf and 
dumb, the blind and victims of 
cerebral palsy. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Opening the 
door wide for Soviet Jewish 
emigration to Palestine repre- 
sents a flagrant aggression on the 
Arab Nation tar exceeding the 
dimensioas of aS dangers posed 
to it throughout its history, Up- 
per House of Parliament (Senate) 
Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawn said in 
a statement Tuesday. 

“Soviet Jewish emigration to 
Palestine is bound to lend further 
support for Israel's expansionist 
aims in the Arab lands and en- 
courage the Jewish state to per- 
petuate its ament pobdes and its 
denial of the Palestinian people's 
right to their homeland,*’ Lawzi 
said in a suiemcm carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Lawzi called for a unified Arab 
stand in the international arena in 

general and in tire Soviet arena in 
particular to warn the world of 
the dangers inherent in Israel's 
settlement policies in the Arab 


region and the danger posed to (he 
efforts to establish peace in the 
Middle East. “This emigration 
constitutes an open defiance of 
imemational legitimacy and the 
rights of all countries in the re- 
gion ro live in peace and secur- 
ity,'* Lawzi added. 

The Senate speaker coiled on 
the Soviet government to respect 
its friendly ties with the Arab 
World and to safeguard com- 
mon interests. “If the liberalisa- 
tion movement and the current 
political changes in Eastern 
Europe are behind this emigra- 
tion fever, then at least the Jews 
should be allowed to emigrate to 
destinations other than the occu- 
pied Arab territories until a final 
settlement to the Arab- Israeli 
conflict has been found and the 
Palestinian people's rights and 
lands are restored,** Lawzi said. 

He expressed hope that the 
emigration movement “will not 


be used as a new weapon by the 
Israelis, who could be paving the 
way for new aggression against 
the* Arab Nation.” 

Lawzi said that the Senate had 
already sent a memorandum to 
the Soviet Pracsidium urging H to 
understand the Arab ant- Palesti- 
nian position with regard to peace 
and to help put an er • to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. The 
memorandum pointed out the 
dangers inherent in continued 
Soviet Jewish emigration, Lawzi 
said. 

Earlier Tuesday, Lawzi re- 
ceived in his office Soviet Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Alexander ZLn- 
chuck who conveyed to the 
speaker a message in reply to one 
sent to the Soviet Praesidium. 

Lawzi and Zincbuck discussed 
Moscow’s contribution to efforts 
to reach a final settlement to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict based on the 
exchange of land for peace. 


to look into problems encoun- 
tered fa agricu l t ure , tndeszry. 
information and education. 


present demands 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament members 
representing Zarqa Governorate 
Tuesday listened public grie- 
vances fa else co n s ti tue ncy and 
complaints over municipal and 
public services. 

Demands for solutions to the 
unemployment problem, reduc- 
tion of fuel prices, a proper prog- 
ramme to dupofe off a large pool 
of water near the Pepsi Cola plant 
where people have drowned and 
di&ribation of street fights mere 
presented to tire de putie s as ifcWg 
rally held at the Ramteh Charit- 
able Society Centre. 

Representatives of various 
public sectors attending the rally 
called on tire deputies to help 
allow driven of taxis which com? 
mute between Zarqa and the 
River Jordan badges to operate 
within the Zarqa region when the 
bridges are dosed, to initiate an 
investigation into the harm done 
to pobOc safety by the KJrirbet Al 
Samra waste-water treatment 
plan — speciaSy-Hi Dulcd and 
KhaUdeih towns and neighbour- 
ing villages — and an end to 
abrupt and announced power cuts 
in some areas. 


out peace re q uire u a merely ^FTl 
trying to gain time and end the , 

^ gets 

. On docacsoc afftin, Arm utid p t, 
that Partfaoeat had set up a SQ IT 
speoai onminmc c to study tire 

contract 

«« ^ "P? AMMAN (Pstn) — The Hou*> 

with proposed spyw _ fag Corporation (HC) Tuesday 

SfaouwS that a local font had 

btien awarded i ID 1 million 
grwMw^adwtry.. w a housing 

a v» cmaora. estate fa Salt.* 

The formal signing of an offi- 
cial agreement on the project is 
crperred fa the next few weeks, 
according to Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul Raoul 
Al Rawabdeh, who also is chair- 
man of the HC board of direc- 
tors. 

HC Director Yousef Hiyasat 
said that the Salt housing estate, 
which will be ready fa two years, 
wfll have 109 bousing units of two 
categories; 79 and 136 square 
metres fa area respectively. 

The corporation’s board, 
Hiyasat said, has entrusted its 
financial committee to work out 
special regulations concerning 
savings by local residents to help 
them pay for bousing units in easy 
instalments over a. period of six 
years. He said the regulations 
would be announced'fa 30 days.' 


M e dfc al rervkxe fa Madaba 

about udootudes 
is n**bcaJ service* in NiwJaba 


district south of Amman were 
(focussed by Faribuseot members 
from the region with local offi- 
cials and dozens. 

Accompanied by Madaba Gov- 
ernor Misleh Terawnefa, the de- 
netfas vented the g o v er nm ent 
hospital where they were briefed 
by a director, Hauham Haddad, 
on the pressing seed for new 
medical equipment to cope with 
the growing demands. 


MTV, radio squirm under tight budget 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Tines 

AMMAN — Jordan Television 
(JTV) and Radio Jordan direc- 
tors and employees are com- 
plaining that the government- 
allocated JD 9 million budget 
for the broadcast media for the 
year 1990 is very tight, and 
they expect sharp reductions fa 
the services and programmes 
offered by both. 

According to the director- 
general of Jordan Radio and 
Television, Radi Alkbas, the 
amount barely covers the 
needed programmes and other 


“This hardly covers any- 
thing, especially when the 
allocation for the TV program- 


mes is only JD 1.2 million a 
year,” Alkhassaid. adding that 
a programme hour (episode) 
costs up to SI .500 sometimes. 

The rest of the allocations, 
he said, goes to electrical 
equipment, engineering, 
maintenance, administration 
and other expenses for both 
TV and radio. There is a sepa- 
rate budget for staff salaries. 
Alkbas explained that each 
electricity subscriber pays JD 1 
per month, which is added on 
the electricity tall. 

“That is only 33 fils a day. 


Three major equ ipmen t instal- 
led ax the hospital nave been out 
of order for nearly one year now 
despite constant complaints and 
rem ind ers sent to the National 
Medical Institution (NMT), Had- 
dad sakLInadditiOD, the hospital 
is fa need of furniture, beds for 
c hi ldre n and essential medical 
supplies, Haddad added. He said 
that a children's annex was ready 
for occupancy four mouths ago, 
but doe to lack of funds no 
fmanture and no equipment have 
yet been installed at the farifity. 


Tourism Ministry raising 
funds to market Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- committee in charge of thi 


Jordan, Syria pursue 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry mid Trade Ziyad Firiz is 
back in Amman following a 
tbree-day visit to Damascus 
where he cfccnssed with Syrian 
Prime Minister Mahmoud Al 
Zoubi and ministers of economy 
and foreign trade issues related to 
economic and trade relations with 
Jordan. 

In a statement upon his return 
here, Fariz said that preparations 
for a meeting fa Amman of the 
Joint Jordanian -Syrian Higher 
Committee were reviewed fa 


toooi far the fai pfernffl*** 1 ** 111 * of 
the higher co mmi ttee's resolu- 
tions covering cooperation fa 
ag ric u l t ur e, t ransp o rt , electricity, 
irrigation, in dustr y , trade, tour- 
fam. tefaconinimricatfaos and cul- 


try of Tourism is raising a 
570QJXK) fund to help finance a 
new campaign to attract foreign 
and local tourists to Jordan's 
archaeological and tourist sites, 

ministry Secretary-General Nasri 
Aufiah said Tuesday. 

The ministry has contributed 
$100,000 to the fond and the rest 
will be supphed by Jordanian 
tourist and travel offices, Jorda- 
nian hotels. Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), the Jordan. Express Trans- 
port Tourist and Transport Com- 
pany (JETT), and the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), he said. 
Fbreigi airlines are expected to 
supply $50,000 for the project, 
which will be executed this year, 
he added. 

Atallab said a newly formed 


committee in charge of the pro- 
ject was expected to bold its first 
meeting next week. 

The committee groups repre- 
sentatives of the Ministry of 
Tourism, the Department of 
Antiquities, USAID, Royal 
Jordanian, Jordan's hotels, tour- 
ist offices and JETT. The main 
issues to be discussed, Atallab 
said, include costs of air travel 
and hotel services and accom- 
modation. The committee, he* 
added, -will soon pubtish pam- 
phlets and brochures in Arabic 
and other languages to be distri- 
buted through RJ offices around 
the world. Apart from the* 
brochures, a set of documentary 
films, posters and other promo- 
tion materials would. M pro- 
duced. 


The minister said he 


a pro- 


Faxiz also signed the minutes of 
a of a joint subcommit- 

tee cm Jonfa ma n-Syrian indust- 
rial cooperation providing for an 
incr ease fa the volume of ex- 
changed indus tr ia l products and 
raw materials. Fariz also attended 
foe general assembly meetings of 
the Jofat-JorcbUDhSyrU Company 
of Industry. 


Italy helps nursing 



NATIO 


HOUSE COMMITTEE ELECTIONS: The Lower House of 
Parliament Committee of Public Health and Exrrircmment Safety 
Tuesday elected Dr. Ahmad Innab as chairman and Dr. Yousef 
Khusawneh as rapporteur (Petra). 

FROZEN MEAT CENTRES: TTxsMmistiy erf Siqiplyri currently 
studying requests by several oriyens for aufocmsatroQ to open 
centres feu sellfag frozen meat in various parts of Jordan (Petra). 

AMMAN-TUNIS YOUTH LINKS: The Jordanian and Tfausian 
ministers of youth Ibrahim Gbababsbeh and Wammond e h Ben 
Salami Tuesday held talks on promoting cooperation fa sports 
and youth sectors. The two ministers tfisenssed fa parti cul a r the 
prospccKrf launching cooperation fa foe rwo fields under the terms 
of unilateral ag reement on cultural cooperation already conducted 
between them, initial agreement vras readied cm setting up a joint 
technical c ommit tee to hold periodic meetings fa A mm an and 
Tunis to follow up co or d inatio n fa these fields!?** 1 */- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
batch of male and female nurses 
has graduated after completing a 
nine-mcmth clinical instructors* 
programme at Al Ba&heer Hos- 
pital financed by the Italian gov- 
ernment in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Hefatb fa Jordan. 

The two-year progr a mme is 
part of the activities of the Nurs- 
ing Tutors Training Institute 
established by the ministry and is 
designed to improve nursing 
education and supervisory capac- 
ity of nursing instructors wonting 
fa a clinical environment. 

The programme is im- 
plemented through the assistance 

of the Italian Muus&y of Foreign 
Affairs* Department for Cooper- 
tion in Development, according 
to the Italian Embassy here. 

Italian Ambassador to Jordan 
Francesco de Courten delivered a 
speech at the graduation cere- 
mony. Italy constdera it extreme- 


ly important to strengthen its 
technical and economic coopera- 
tion with die developing world, 
he said. 

Through this process, “Italy 
believes that it can pursue the 
goals of international peace and 
stability," be said. Italy provided 
two instructors for the program- 
me as well as all the material 
needed. 

Following an agreement 
reached fa April 1988, the Italian 
government allocated to the pro- 
ject an amount of $183,000 and 
sent to Jordan four experts for 
preparing programmes and 
selecting candidates in coopera- 
tion with the competent Jorda- 
nian authorities. Italy later sup- 
plied office equipment, fadudfag 
ty pewriter s and photocopiers as 
well as a didactical slide projec- 
tor, a television set ana other 
apparata to be used by the 


Yarmouk to host training 
seminar on anti-drug battle 


WHAr S GOING ON 


m t 


jj.r •’ 


* An entitled "They there 3$ pods” at foe French 


IRBID (J.T.) — Yannouk Uni- 
versity and the Amman-based re- 
gional office of the United Na- 
tions Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) wfl] co-sponsor a training 
seminar under the theme educa- 
tion is prevention against drugs 


4 Aa art by Miihamiaail Al Jakre at foe Royal 

Cultural Centre. 

* A photepapUc exhfattfau fa foe Soviet Qfoural Crafre. 


beginning Jan. 29. 
Universitv offida 


Umvertity official Dr. Moham- 
mad Khawaideh said (bat the 
aeminar, to be held at the uni- 
versity, bad been planned as a 


trial course that could be intro- 
duced later to various aca demic 
institutions and universities of foe 
Arab World. About 40 people 
will take part fa foe seminar, 
which would last until foe end of 
the university's second term, 
Khalwaldeh added. 

Acconfing to Khawakteh, par- 
ticipants will be oriented on drug 
addiction, and foe effects of drugs 
on human health and psychology. 


and two fils an hour,” be said. 
“Considering that we run an 
average of 16 hours o.i both 
channels each day, that is not 
much.” 

He added that the citizens' 
contribution amounts to JD 4.5 
million a year, '‘which the 
Buoget Department of the Fi- 
nance Ministry takes anyway.” 

He said that it was only 
"fair" for citizens to be 
charged a tittle more than that 
amount. 

“Considering that the public 
buys a newspaper or two a day 
casting 1UU fils to 200 fils, and 
that many who rent video tapes 
for JD 1 per film, people 
should be obliged to pay a 
fraction more than the 33 fils a 
day to watch two channels for 
eight hours daily,” Alkhas 
said. 

He added chat he [rians to 
i e evaluate the TV fees in the 
.homes in different areas in the 
Kingdom to decide in which 
areas to raise foe fee after a 
careful study and survey. 

“We will make sue that the 
poorer areas fa tire Kingdom 
would pay lower fees than the 
more affluent areas,” Alkhas 
said. 

A form of income that TV 
stations depend on in most 
countries is from advertise- 


TV malfunction explained 

AMMAN (J.T.l — Those who had their tetevbaoo sets toned into 
either of the two channels of Jordan Television late Monday night 
noticed that the soand was not coming out of their sets for 33 
TVs was doe to a technical rnfafanclion, according to the 
director-general of Jordan Radio and TV, Radi Alkhas. 

Alkhas said tint there was a short circuit fa a sound unit fa the 
andkH ttarib ntion —pUfler which caused other technical malfunc- 
tions mid the sound was amble to re ach the transmission stations. 

“It should not hare taken more than fire urinates to fix the unit,” 
Afthaa, who worked as aa engineer al the television before he was 
appointed as director genera l , told the Jordan Times. 

Alkbas said the engineer on duty was busy fixing the unit, and did 
not notify the staff at the transmission stations nor the staff at the 
TV affirms that t he re was a serious sound malfunction. 

“That's why ft took so long before a message was written on the 
screen apologis in g far the Ihfat on Channel One,** Alkhas explained. 

He added that the equipment that failed on Monday night was 
bein g expanded and that new audio distributors were expected to be 
installed as soon as they arrive. j 


menl. But. surprisingly, the 
money collected from TV 
advertisements fa Jordan adds 
up only to JD 800,000 a year, 
which is also collected by the 
Finance Ministry, foe director- 
general explained. 

The TV has tried to secure 
private sponsorship for prog- 
rammes and films, “but even 
then, the sponsors’ money 
went straight to the Budget 
Department, not directly to 
the television,”, according to a 


source at JTV. 

The source said that at least 
JD 3.5 millio n were needed 
just tor the programmes that 
are bought from either local, 
Arab or Western producers. 

“Each local episode of a 
series can cost up to JD 600; as 
much as it costs an imported 
episode from England, Austra- 
lia or the United States,” 
Alkhas said. 

He added that imported 
Egyptian films and Oscar-win- 


i ring American movies some- 
times cost the TV SI, 500. “So 
this JD 1.2 million a year for 
buying programmes and films 
hardly cover anything.” he 
said. " 

The allocated budget for 
Jordan Radio is JD 400,000 
annually. According to a reli- 
able source from Radio Jordan 
“this very tight budget is sup- 
posed to cover our running 
cost for production of prog- 
rammes, be they cultural, reli- 
gious, entertainment, and so 
on.” 

Alkhas said that Jordan 
Radio does not . impose any 
fees on listeners as the case is 
with the TV. He also added 
that 46 per cent of the radio 
programmes are services to the 
public, such as the five trans- 
mission where the citizens raise 
queries to be answered on the 
air, announcement of cultural 
activities, advice on agriculture 
and so on. 

“Although our budget is 
very, very' low, our radio ser- 
vice is up to international stan- 
dard. Somehow, we manage to 
survive and continue with high 
standards,” the source said. 

The source added that a “re- 
latively sufficient budget for 
our programmes should be at 
least JD 700,000 a year.” 
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Spedal teachers utandty 


Tfa cM HniwfcfaUc M o ttw * Pay 


Jordan has an estimated 90,000 cases of mentally handicapped children. Care for these children requires 
a budget of JD 60 million. Only JD 500,000 is provided. Sana Atiyah reports; 

Forsaken, forgotten children 


AMMAN — Jordan enjoys a 
regional reparation as a country 
with a nod conscience, exem- 
plified by the number of volun- 
tary and durioUe societies 
canng for the leu fortunate, 
particularly the physically fo*> 
abted. Overlooked in the bar- 
gain fa the sad fact that only a 
tray fraction of the Kingdom’s 
estimated 90,000 cases at men- 
tally retarded children has ac- 
cess to foe few sped*] c e ntre s 
which take care of them. 

According to Dr. Abdullah 
Khatib, psestdeot of the Gener- 
al Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), there are only 13 cen- 
tres in Jordan providing care 

for about 2,000 mentally re- 
tarded. One of the main 
reasons for. the - situation^ 
according to Khatib and other 
experts, ts the lack of govern- 
ment funding. While the esti- 
TcqiQfdlXjCXSt tO tmpic- 
meet a comprehensive prog- 
ramme to addr e ss an eases of 
hap di c^ ged io tfecoapMLB 

around JD 60 mUtea, gowns- 
m ^ nt ftmdme . at fli- 

meagre JD 500,000, Khatib 
said. 

According to the GUVS 
president, the numerous volun- 
tary societies and orgamsations 
in foe country raise whatever 
they can and try to help the 
handicapped, but still the fsexh- 
ties and services thus made 
availabie are far short of the 
actual r e q uire ment 

Not bavmg enough centres to 
serve the disabled — particular- 
ly the mentally retarded — is 
only one aspect of the situation; 
there are many otter gaps foal 
need to be filled. No special 
playgrounds or recreational 
facilities — one of the prime 
needs of the mentally retarded 
— are available in the King- 
dom. One might ask why there 
should be segregated facilities 
for dm mentally handicapped: 
foe answer, according to ex- 
perts in the field, is simple — 
foe awareness among the 


Jordanian people of the need to 
deal with the mentally retarded 
as equal human beings is so low 


only remedy as the first step 
towards increasing awareness 
and move towards giving the 
mentally handicapped their 
rightful place in society. 


Seme of ‘animation* 

“I cannot take my daughter 
anywhere during the summer 
vacation because people gather 
around and stare at her as if she 
came from another planet — as 
if she doesn't belong to the 
human race," a mother of an 
nuivM daughter told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

Aida Bseiso has devoted the 
past 15 years to telping her 
rfwnghtw Bairns, but is bitter 
and frustrated over the gaps 

that seed to be fined. 

“During the summer, I really 


gaitirn 


A. VI fl W V 

people look 
r talk to her. 


at Ik; die way they talk to her, 
stare at her. It really, hum, and 
she is very sensitive," Bseiso 

“■J . ’ " . ... 

said. - 

Sire bad to **«™i mem- 
berships in two private dubs m 
Amman te w * * of die discom- 
fort it caused her and Basma. 

‘There is no place we can 
take- our children for recrea- 


not a single place in Amman, 
she said. 

It was four years into Bas- 
ina's fife before the Bsersos 
found oat that she was autistic, 
a form of abnormal subjectivity 
where * child accepts and byes 
a fantasy rather than reality. 


Before that, afferent docton 
provided various (fiapioses for 


Buna's problem. For a tong 
period. Burnt was on wrong 
medication that eventually 
made her case more severe — 
only one of many common 
inaipractiocft wtocb gcz 


a could not receive 
help frf T-ww * then 
infant in autism m 
n. In fact, Banna 


in the 

ta was 


centres for the handicapped s 
a small child. 

Having noticed that many 
ocher s eve r ely mentally hand- 
icapped children were being re- 
jected at the existing centres, 
Bseiso took it up an herself to 
establish the Nniwii l Asoctt* 
tioa for the Mentally Handicap- 
ped (NAMH) in 1978. Along 
with o ther parents of mentally 
handicapped c fafldre o and spe- 
cialists, die founded the sode- 
ty, and later a centre. 

There are no «**«™*m over 
foe xmuibcr of autistic children 
in the Kingdom, hot there are 
probably en ough m need of 
pm pffl t reatment from doctors 
specialised in this field. 

■ ■ ■ — 

Need for experts 

r 

Again foe problem is fund- 
ing. “We thought of inviting 
experts on autmn, but they 
need accommodation, plane 
tickets and afi sorts of things. 
We afford it, although 

we are in need of people who 
understand autistic children,” 
Bseiso pointed out. 

In foe m w wp twpgj and for 15 
years, Bseiso has been working 


with her only daughter on the 
basis o f trial and error. 


basis o f triad and error, 
“Sometimes we’re stuck; we 
don’t know what to do. But we 
are trying oar best, and Tm 
sure t here are methods where 
we can break through with au- 

- m . w _ V -■ m ta Vta • ■ » 


peating the seed for specialists. 

Besides lack of money and 
expertise, Bseiso, along with 
other parens of severely men- 
tally handicapped children, free 
a problem with proper 

dental dunes for the children. 
- Basma none of the cases that 


fore a dentist can attend to her 
teeth. 

There is a not a single de- 
ntal dime hi the whole King- 
dom to care for the mentally 
handicapped, and none of foe 
hospitals have the facilities," 
Bseiso said. 

Mentally handicapped are 
especially discriminated against 
is Jordan, again foie to lack of 
awareness and understanding 
from the bulk of the population 
that special people not only 
need nodal attention, but also 
nodal courtesy, experts say. 

When the NAMH had to 
move foe centre from Sweifieh 
because the landlord wanted to 
build another storey and live in 
the boose, it took the manage- 
ment of foe centre months be- 
fore a new place. 

“It was a very painful experi- 
ence. For months, we looked 
for an independent villa to be 
our centre , and couldn’t find 
pae — not because there are no 
empty houses in Amman but 
hrcaiwr foe landlords refitted 
to lease them out to ns,” Bseiso 
said. 

A common excuse Bseiso 
heard from the landlords was: 
“Sorry, we can’t give our house 
to retarded children. When we 
tell our children, they would 
have nightmares and can’t sleep 
nights just thinking that re- 
tarded children wifi sleep in 
their boose." 

Hie- NAMH finally found 
one but it does not have a 
playground or garden where 
the children can play, and the 
rent is “too Ugh.” 

Although the centre cares for 
45 children, only 12 families can 
afford to pay a sum of JD 5 to 
JD 35 mmitidy for their child. 

According to Bseiso, each 
child costs the centre JD 95 a 
month. The NAMH members, 
however, foe! it would be unfair 
for parents to pay if they do not 
have the money. 

“Where should the poor kids 
go? There are already 500 chil- 
dren on our waiting list, and we 
cant absorb them because the 
place is just too small; each 
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classroom can only bold five to 
seven children,” Bseiso raised 
another point. 

Besides receiving special 
academic and basic education, 
the centre provides children 
from foe ages of five to 16 with 
special physiotherapy and spe- 
cial counselling and social work 
with the families, transporta- 
tion, and a hot meal everyday 
except Thursdays and Satur- 
days. 

Funds — a big question 

Besides understanding, what 
foe centre needs — perhaps 
along with many other similar 
centres — are funds. The 
amount that would make the 
centre survive is JD 40,000 a 
year. 

Although the NAMH holds 
an annual charity bazaar 
(where not much money is 
made any away), GUVS pro- 
vides the centre, as well as all 
the others, a sum of JD 300 
annually. 

The centre needs special edu- 
cational equipment and toys, 

J jigger [semises that would in- 
clude a hostel to enable chil- 
dren to rest for a short period 
when ne cessary , and a voca- 
tional centre for older children. 

“One of my older students, 
16 years old. has not come to 
the centre this week. He called 
me up this morning and told me 
that be was getting bored; that 
he needs to learn more than 
what be already knows," Sylvia 
Salem, director of foe centre, 
told the Jordan Times. 

She said that when the chil- 
dren acquire baric skflb — to 
read, write and solve math 
problems. — “they need to do 
more, 'learn more, ami feel 
stimulated and productive; to 
develop their potential skills. " 

“If we bad a vocational cen- 
tre, this boy and many others 
would not need to sit at home 
doing nothing. Between the 
ages erf . 10 and 12, -mentally 
hanriiqinncd children need to 


prepare for vocational training. 
And then, by the time they are 
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16 they have to receive full 
vocational tr aining to prepare 
them for a profession," Salem 
said. 

The centre as well as parents 
also feel an urgent need for a 
hostel where children can stay 
on a temporary basis when 


"If the mother is busy with an 
important matter, like a death 
in the family for example, who 
would take of her handicap- 
ped child? Where would be or 
she go? What if she needs to 
travel somewhere and must 
leave her child behind?” 
Bseiso asked. 

According to Salem, if a hos- 
tel was set up. foe children can 
stay there and receive not only 
the special care they need, but 
also a closer observation of 
their behaviour by specialists in 
order to understand their prob- 
lems and habits as if they were 
at home not at school. 

The 2,000 mentally handicap, 
pod. are fa rtnwafe to.be able to. 
find special schools and centres 
to take care of them and teach 
them things that would make 
them survive in society. But 
what about the 88,000, many of 
whom are children? Where 
should they go? 

If society is more understand- 
ing, these unfortunate children 
would not have to face the 
double-difficulty of not receiv- 
ing special care and not being 
accepted as human brings in 


When Bseiso saw the Oscar- 
winning film “Bain Man,” ab- 
out .an autistic man played by 
Dustin Hoffman, at a local 
movie theatre, foe was very 
hurt to find the audience 
laughing at the “not so funny 
parts” as if it were a comedy. 
She said that this was only a 
small example of how i g nor an t 
most Jordanians were concern- 
ing the mentafiy handicapped. 

When this reporter saw 
“Rain Man” in the United 


left the movie theatre with tears 
and smiles on their faces; sym- 
pathetic tears and smiles of 
understanding. 


By Cart Hartman 

The Aatopatcd Aru 

WASHINGTON — More 
schools and more jobs for women 
would do most to hold down huge 
growth in foe numbers of people 
tn foe Hurd World, a report by 
tte Population Tnsritwe has said. 

It found a link between ignor- 
ance and ov er population. 

“The population explosion is 
no longer a prediction. It's 
■beady here,” according to the 
motitotc, an advocacy group on 
this issue. 

The study noted that last year, 
foe world's population increased 
by more than 90 million people. 

Rich countries like foe United 
Sates have ignorant people as 
wefi as the Third World, though 
there are fewer. The report said 
that among people in some in- 
dustrial cou n tries, one in 10 is 


“functionally iUncrate.” That is, 
they can read and write some, but 
they cannot follow printed in- 
structions or write a simple letter. 

The report said about 900 mil- 
lion of foe world's 5.5 billion 
people cannot read, and that 
almost two oat of every three 
illiterates are women. 

“In Sudan women with no for- 
mal education had, an average, 
6.5 children.” it said. “But 


Sudanese women with four to six 
years of school averaged five chil- 
dren and those with seven or 
more years at school averaged 3.4 
children." 

“In Mexico... uneducated 
women had an average of right 
children but women with seven or 
more years of education averaged 
2.7,” the report said. 

The study reported that women 
who get only one or two years of 
school tend to have more surviv- 
ing children rather than fewer. It 
suggested that was because even 
a Stile education helps 3 mother 
keep her babies alive. Women 
who stay at school longer get 
married later and know more 
about contraceptives. 

The study was prepared by 
Harold N. Burden, the institute's 
director of information, and Wer- 
ner Fornos, its president. 

“Nations that have opened up 
tte scfaoolhousc and foe work- 
place to women have experienced 
uniform declines in their fertility 
rates,” Fornos said. 

At a news conference, he 
praised South Korea for its prog- 
ramme to give all girls eight years 
of school and to emphasise the 
textile industry as a big employer 
of women. 

“In Bangladesh... high fertility 
rates have been slow to decline 


and mai • girls are already mar- 
ried by i _* ag L - of 13.” the report 
said. ' 

Bangl- ‘efo, where the average 
person <» on income of S170 a 
year.LN uf the world's poorest 
eounirh 

The • «rt continued: “By 
contrast outh Korea, a country 
of 42 ru ion people which has 
made vigi>.ficanf economic strides 
in recent years, has a 1.4 per cent 
annual growth nuc — the lowest 
of any major developing nation in 
Asia — and foe average age at 
first numage has risen from 17.8 
yean several decades ago to 
approximately 23 yeans today." 

The World Bank put the aver- 
age income in South Korea at 


age m 
S3 ,530 


in 198S. 


Fornos also cited Mexico for 
encouraging industries along dm 
border that make goods for foe 
United States. He said there are 
about 900 where women do 85 
per cent of foe work on such jobs 
as assembling computer pans. 

He found 30 countries in the 
Third World in this kind of res- 
tructuring: from Zimbabwe. 
Dying like South Korea to keep 
girls in school for eight years, to 
Indonesia, where “mothers’ 
dubs” help women care for their 
babies and learn new skills. 


‘X-rays stream from galaxy neighbours’ 


ARLINGTON, Virginia (AP) — 
The violence of early star forma- 
tion in new galaxies may be a 
major source of cosmic X-rays, a 
mysterious radiation that has puz- 
zled astronomers for decades, 
two Columbia University scien- 
tists say. 

Astrophytiosts David Helfand 
and Thomas Hamilton said Fri- 
day they had found seven galaxies 
reasonably near the Earth's own 
Milky Way galaxy that are spew- 
ing out X-rays at a tetter rate 
than foe so-called background 
X-rays detectable all over the 
universe. 

Though they only found seven 
such galaxies, the scientists said 
that further searches may reveal 
many more, showing perhaps that 
such galaxies provide a high per- 
centage of the cosmic X-rays in 
the universe. 

“These galaxies are representa- 
tive of a larger population at a 
greater distance that makes np 
(or emits) the bulk of the X-ray 
background," said Hamilton. 
“These that we see are only the 


The galaxies are called “neigh- 


bours,'* said Helfand, because 
“they are relatively nearby, only 
a couple of billion light years” 
away. 

'Ibis is considered dose, astro- 
nomically. 

A light year is the distance that 
light travels in space in a year, 
about nine trillion kilometres. 

The discovery of X-ray emit- 
ting galaxies so close and 
seemingly undergoing star forma- 
tion, Helfand said, suggests that 
in the history of foe universe star 
formation continued up until re- 
latively recently. Most astronom- 
ers believe that star fomration 
took place in the-early part of foe 
15 to 20 billion-year-old universe 
and then tailed off. 

“These galaxies may be bright 
X-ray sources beacause they are 
undergoing an early stage of their 
evolution and still forming mas- 
sive stars," said Helfand. “They 
may be a key link in being aide to 
study the evolution of galaxies.” 

X-rays are thought to be gener- 
ated naturally in the universe 
when interstellar gas is heated to 
miUioiis of degrees. Such heating 
can occur during the course of 


scar formation when vast amounts 
of matter are attracted to a core 
by gravitational force. Black 
holes, bodies massive enough to 
create a gravitational field that 
keeps even light from escaping, 
can also generate X-rays by pull- 
ing material from nearby stars, 
Helfand said. 

X-rays cannot be detected on 
Earth, which is shielded by the 
atmosphere. But satellites orbit- 
ing above tte atmosphere can 
measure the radiation. 

To find the X-ray emitters, 
Helfand and Hamilton gathered 
data on 100 faint radio sources in 
a region of foe sky about foe size 
of the full moon. These sources 
were then checked to see if they 
coincided with X-ray hot spots 
that had been discovered by satel- 
lites. Seven of the radio emitters 
were found to be bright in X-rays, 
and these later were found by 
optical telescopes to be very faint 
galaxies. 

Helfand and Hamilton pre- 
sented their study ax foe 175th 
national meeting of the American 
A s tronomical Society. 
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In Jabal Amman and Jabal At Hussein 

and 


Jabal Amman 

ANNOUNCES 

Big Sale 

For the first time 

On all goods from 30 - 50 % 

for one week only 

Do not miss this opportunity 

TIFFANY & TOMATO - Jabal Amman, opp. City Bank, tel. 644681. 

Jabal Al Hussein, Fir as Circle, tel. 681570. 
TUTTA F AM ILIA - Jabal Amman, opp. Tower Building, tel. 640065. 
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STUDIO HAIG 
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Profestooal Quality in 
1 Hoar Sexvids 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 


Slide film 
Processing by 


RENT 



• Fi 
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Shmetsani - Opp. Grmdlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefkh tel: 823S91 


1ST 

mlf fO® 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


QQAQD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept. 687821/22 


PACKING. 

DOjR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR A SEA FREIGHT 


| TEL : h2l ‘75 FAX : 656 270 | 
_ TLX : : * U POB:KI540X g 
1 \V NUN -JORDAN B 




K iel* 2ML 

ibal Amman 

W6S4205 

LUNCH & DINNER 

Jlllllllll j 


fN*t 


Ur 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Drily 12.30- &30 pm 
7.30-71.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Tbwaids 3id circle 
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Algeria restricts borrowing 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has taken a fb 
toward lightening its $24 billion foreign debt 
by ordering state companies to restrict she 
borr o w in g. 


Central bank governor Abder- 
rahmane Hadj-Nacer told Reutese 
in an interview the move was part 
of a strategy to spread Algerian 
debt over a longer period, easing 
the immediate strain on die eco- 
nomy, without rescheduling. 

He said Algeria would adopt 
sophisticated new techniques to 
cut the cost of new borrowing. 

” e do not want to practice 
direct, indirect or disguised res- 
cheduling,” Hadj-Nacer said. 
“Any practice resembling a res- 
cheduling or restructuring does 
not concern us,” 

Effective Jan. 5, state com- 
panies have had to pay cash for 
imports of under S2 million, unless 
they can draw on existing credit 
facilities. 

The central bank's new com- 
mittee of foreign borrowings 
must approve any short-term cre- 
dit higher than that amount, 
Hadj-Nacer said. 

The object is to help raise the 
average life of Algerian debt 
from three to four years at pre- 
sent to six to seven years by 1993, 
the central bank said in a recent 
report. 

Algeria’s economy has been in 
crisis since world oil prices plnm- 
metted in the early 1980s, cutting 
in half the mam source of re- 
venue. 

Three-quarters of last year’s 
export earnings of S10 billion 
were eaten up by debt service, 
crippling the country’s ability to 
import the spare parts and raw 
materials it needs to revive its 
factories. 

Youth riots in October 1988 led 


to sweeping political and econo- 
mic reforms, out they have mad e 
tittle headway so far against infla- 
tion, doublendigit unemployment 
and shortages of consumer goods. 

Hadj-Nacer said that while 
long-term recovery prospects 
were excellent, Algeria was eco- 
nomically pinched because of the 
short-term nature of its debt. 

State companies should avoid 
seeking short-term credit from 
suppliers, often at unfavourable 
terms, and turn instead to Alge- 
rian banks. 

“What we are trying to do is 
separate the commercial and 
financial operations. The mo- 
ment an importer approaches the 
market with the need for financ- 
ing his negotiating margin dimi- 
nishes,” he sakL 

The new system would encour- 
age importers to gro u p purch- 
ases, achieving economies of 
scale, and would free diem from 
financing constraints to negotiate 
better prices. 

Algerian banks would be re- 
quired to seek and negotiate ex- 
ternal finance for their cheats and 
adopt innovative new techniques 
to cut the cost of funds. Medium- 
term borrowing is to be ex- 
panded. 

Hadj-Nacer reiterated a ton- 
standing Algerian policy of refus- 
ing to reschedule on the grounds 
it would tarnish the country’s 
signature. 

He declined to identify what 
new borrowing techniques the 
country planned, saying that 
would prejudice negotiations 
with banks, but ruled out debt 


Israeli hanks agree 
to plan to rescue Koor 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli credi- 
tors have agreed on a recovery 
plan for Israel’s ailing Koor In- 
dustries that would save the 
largest industrial conglomerate 
from insolvency or a foreign 
takeover, Israel television has 
said. 

The television said Monday 
Israeli banks had agreed to write 
off part of the $900 minio n in 
debts they are owed by Koor but 
did not give a specific figure. 

Under the recovery plan work- 


ed out by Bank Hapoalim, 
Israel's largest banking gro up , 
the finance ministry and Hevfai 
Haovdhn, the corporate arm of 
the Histadnit trade union which 
owns Koor, the government wfll 
give Koor $50 million in aid and 
provide a further $100 million 
guarantee. 

Koor*s 20,000 workers staged a 
nationwide strike last Thursday 
to protest against takeover bids 
by the Shamrock Investment Cor- 
poration- of California and the 
Canadian-based Betzberg Group. 



Tuesday, January 23, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Slating 


Swiss franc 


Boy Sefl 

656.0 662.0 
1075.8 1086.6 
383.4 3872 
430.6 434.9 


French franc 112a 113.9 

Japanese yen (for >100) 4482 452.7 

Dutch guilder 3402 343.6 

Swedish crown 1052 106J 

Italian Era (for 100) 51 S 52.0 

Belgian franc (for 10) 1822 184.0 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die London foreign exchange and bolHon markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6437/47 

1.1785/95 

1.7063/70 

1.9225/35 

1.5170/80 

35.70/74 

5.7975/25 

1269/1270 

145.95/146.05 

6.2185/235 

6.5745/95 

6.6070/120 

408.80/409.30 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 

Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK 



SYDNEY — Official confirmation of an easing of monetary policy 
helped the market resist the influence of Wall Street’s 77 point 
slide. The AH Ordinaries closed down 7.5 at 1,664.8. 

TOKYO — Uncertainty and wariness despite sli gh tly rebounding 
bond prices kept trade generally thin, but ample buying from 
investment trust funds helped push the Nikkei Index up 121.01 to 
dose at 37378.02. 

HONG KONG Share prices recovered most of early yn ss w r 
following slow accumulations by local institutional investors, but 
still ended lower. The Hang Seng index dosed at 2,762.45, down 
9.20. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed lower across the board on 
profit-taking in moderate trade. But a weak performance on Wall 
Street was partly offset by a higher dose in Tokyo. The Straits 
Times Index fell 14.68 to 1,520.73. 

BOMBAY — Share prices rebounded from a week-long slide to 
end sharply higher cm heavy buying by state-owned investment 
trusts. 

FRANKFURT — An early fall and rumours of a major labour 
settlement sparked demand. The Dax Index gained 22.23 points 
to 1,801-52. The rumour of a metal industry wage settlement was 
later denied. 

m 

PARIS — Shares ended just below Monday’s dose as account-end 
short covering and bargain hunting helped the bourse recoup 
most of its early losses. The CAC-40 index ended 3.46 prims 
down at 1,912.36. 

LONDON — Shares were nanowty mixed in late trade as early 
rise on Wall Street failed to dispel doud of uncertainty over 
market. By 1555 GMT the' FTSE was 0.6 points up at 2397.7. 

NEW YORK — Sellers and buyers were engaged in a skirmish 
around the Dow 2600 level after the failure of an early rally 
attempt. The Dow was op one point at 2601. . 


swaps that would amount to indi- 
vidual acts of rescheduling. 

“We are not going to ask banks 
who have lent us $100 million 
short-term to give us a new loan 
of $100 millio n to pay them back 
over eight years, he said. 

“Management of our existing 
debt will not change. We will pay 
all outstandings at 100 per cent of 
their value,” he stressed. 

A recent central bank report 
estimated the foreign borrowing 
requirement this year at $7.8 bfl.- 
tioo, or $4.5 bflhon under an 
optimistic alternative scenario in- 
volving new borrowing techni- 
ques. 

The report said Algeria would 
seek balance of payments support 
from the international market in 
1990, and a series of World Bank 
adjustment loans to benefit the 
financial, industrial and construc- 
tion sectors. 

In the latest major Algerian 
intervention on world markets, a 
group of five French banks last 
month lead managed a one billion 
franc ($172 million) credit for 
two Algerian banks, Banque 
Nationals tTAlgerie and Banque 
Exterieuie tTAlgerie. 

Meanwhile, an Algerian state 
engineering firm employing 3,500 
workers reopened after an unpre- 
cedented eight-day closure, the 
official APS news agency said. 

Real-Skier, a metal engineer- 
ing and construction group in the 
eastern dty of Axmaba, was shut 
down by management on Jan. 14 
after workers threatened to 
strike. 


ECONOMIC NEWS 


Arab National Bank boosts profit 

BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia’s Arab National Bank has said 



telephone from Riyadh the bank predicted better results in 1990 
but did not expect profits to rise at the same rate because of 
anticipated declines m Saudi interest fetes. Provisions for bad and 
doubtful loans in 1989 were kept steady at the p revious year’s 
level of 62 minion riyab ($165 milli on) he said. A bank statement 

13 


mflnon)#”Tatal assets dim bed 16 per cent to. 15.7 billion nyals 
($4.2 billion). Arab National Bank is owned 40 per cent by the 
Amman-based Arab Bank limited and 60 per cent by Saudi 


Manila, banks sign agreement 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Philippines government Monday 
began formal signing ceremonies here with more than 350 
international creditor banks on amendments to the country’s 
public sector restructuring agre em ents and 1985 new money 
agreement. Manufacturers Hanover Trust company announced. 
Manufacturers Hanover, a major New York bank, beads the bank 
advisory committee that negotiates with the Philippines on its $12 
billion foreign bank debt, which represents nearly half its total $28 
billion foreign debt. Last Jan. 3 the Phitippmes bought back $13 
billion of its foreign bank debt for $650 million, and undertook to 
borrow $1 billion more from the banks through an international 
bond issue. Manufacturers Hanover said the amendments signed 
Monday “conform the interest rate, tenor and grace period of the 
1985 new money agreement to those of the new Philippine 
bonds.” 

Iran to Introduce unleaded petrol 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has said it would introduce unleaded petrol 
igtt»r this year to cut pollution. Tehran radio quoted the head of a 
fuel research de p artme n t at the oil ministry assaying plans were 
befog y flj'fi*** to phase out leaded petrol over 10 years. The head 
of the environment protection organisation, Hadi Manafi, said 
motor vehicles were responsible for 70 per cent of Tehran’s 
"alarming” air pollution, the rest coming mainly from factories 
and heaters. Iran’s IRNA news agency has reported. 


T 
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MANILA (R) — Middle East 
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supply quotas agreed m Novem- 
ber. The oil price would probably 
not be affected by the UAE’s 
stance, he added. 

He said 50 per cent of the 
world’s energy m future decades 
would continue to come from ofl 
and gas. 

“There appears no economic 
or environmental need for giving 
up ofl and gas as the main source 
of energy,” he said. 


Iran seeks foreign credits 


TOKYO (R.) —'Ban wants to 
resume b orr o wing from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. (IMF) 
and World Bank to finance its 
post-war reconstruction after a 
decade of restrictions, a Japan 
foreign ntimstiy official raid. 

Iran central bank governor 
Mohammad Hussein Adeli was 
quoted by the official as telling 
frfitsuru Watanabe, director- 
general of the Middle Eastern 
and African Affair s Bureau, that 
Iran received a mission from the 
World Bank necenfiy' to discuss 


Iran expects an IMF mission 
soon, Adeli told Watanabe dur- 
ing a January visit to Iran, .the 
official said. 

Iran has refused to engage in 
foreign b or row in g since the Isla- 
mic revolution in 1979, the minis- 
try official said. 

The use of foreign credits as a 


means of economic reconstruc- 
tion caused heated debate 
among Iranian leaders since eight 
years of war with Iraq ended' in 
August 1988. 

The late leader Ayatollah 
Wnhnllnh Klw niwiii initially ruled 

out b or ro win g, but later gave the 
go-ahead to firtri ted use of foreign 
credit to rebuild the economy. 

Iran has sounded out qualifica- 
tions and procedures for receiv- 
ing yea credits, but has not yet 
officially sought them, foreign 
ministry officials said. 

“No specific request has been 
made by Iranian officials as yet. 
They seem to have in the works 


said. 


likely to limit 
s, where per 


UlCu puns Lur lUicigu ucuiu turn 

new ofl and gas projects, said a 
ministry official. 

In a 1989 estimate* the Woiid 
Bank put Iran’s per capitagross 
national product at $1,500 to 
$3,499,- another ministry official 


Spita gross national product is 
Smore than $2^200 for the year 

starting next ApriL 

Iranian Present Afi Mbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjam said earlier 
this mouth that Iran had tobor- 
row hard currency to rebuild its 

war-shattered economy. 

He praised parliament for 
approving a five-year develop- 
ment plan allowing use of up to 
$27 button of foreign credit. 

An Iranian ofl ministry mission 
began a visit to . Japa nese t rade, 
oil and engineering firms this 
week to explain the plan, trade 
sources said. The 12-member 
mission, led by Deputy Ou Minis- 
ter Madjed Hedyatzadeh, has no 
plans to meet govenunentoffi- 
cials, an Iranian embassy official 
said.. . 


Study shows global decline 

■ mm 

* mergers and acquisitions 


SCHAUMBURG, Illinois (R) — 
Corporate mergers and acquisi- 
tions fell worldwide in 1989, a 
recent study found!, but the com- 
pilers said the decline may not 
herald a trend.. 

A separate study found that the 
number of U.S. mergers and .ac- 




/ears 


He said Iraq’s proven oil re- 
serves were well over the 100 
billion barrels estimated by tire 
industry magazine Oil and Gas 
Journal. Only Saudi Arabia had 
bigger reserves, at 250 billian 
banels. 


qinsiticms fell in the fourth quar- 
ter after a dumping market in 
high-risk, high-yield “junk” 
bonds made it more difficult to 
finance leveraged buyouts. 

The worldwide study, by lDD 
Information Services, said about 
5,222 merger and acquisition 
transactions were completed in 
1989, worth $374.3 billion, 
against 5,634 deals in 1988, totall- 
ing $375.9 biMon. . 

If the record $24.6 billion 
leveraged buyout of EUR Nabisco 
Inc, announced in November 
1988 and completed last year, 
were removed from 1988V total, 
the decline would equal 8.3 per 
cent, it said. 

The company said' the 1989 
decline may not herald a trend 
since it reflected in large part the 
huge volume of 1988, when inves- 
tors toed: advantage of low-priced 


M«<»m after the the 1987 stock 
market crash. 

The $374.3 billion total 
reached in 1989 represents a 31.6 
per cent increase over 198Ts 
$255.9 billion. 

IDD also partly attributed last 
year’s decline to a weaker junk 
bond market, saying annual 
volume of junk bond issues (fcp- 
ped from $27 billion in 1988 to 


$24 bfilton last year. 

In a quarterly survey of U.S. 
mergers and acquisitions, W.T. 
Grimm iuid Co., a unit of Merrill 
Lynch, said that in die fourth 
quarter, 473 potential deals' were 
announced, down 13 per cent 
from dm 542 m the fourth quarter 
of 1988. - 

It said this was “due. to the 
weakening of the junk bond mar- 
ket and the subsequent difficulty 
in securing finanemg.” 
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“How do you want your coffee? 
Cream, sugar, black or 
intravenous?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
n by Hewl Arnold and Bob Lae 




MO, VOU CANT BE A 
SHEPHERD BECAUSE YOU 
DON'T HAVE ANY SHEEP.. 
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VACANCY 


IAKY 


French multinational company has a vacancy for a secretary (2 
shifts working hours) with the foRowing qualifications: 

1 . Minimum 3 years experience. 

2. Fluent in Arabic and English (knowledge of French an asset) 

3. Full secretarial duties including typing Arabic and English. 


Only candidates fulfilling these requirements, please 
apply with {XV. to P*0. Box 922464 Amman, Jordan. 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

One master bedroom, 2 further bedrooms, 3 salons, one 
dining room. 2 bathrooms, 3 balconies, central heating, 
servant quarter. Located in Shmeisani. Furnished in 
luxurious Italian furniture. Diplomatic communitids and 
foreign companies are preferable, 

For more information please can Tel. (673966) 
from 8:30 am. - 1 pm, 3**30 - 6 pm ' 


Cinema 


M \hA' 


Tel: 625155 



UAE team warms up 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates The Soviets are one of the 
(AP) — The United Arab Emi- favourites for the Wodd Cup 
rates national soccer team will finals which begins June 9 in 
pfay against the Soviet Union, Italy. 

Defunirk and Egypt as part of Egypt sod the UAE wifi be two 

their wam-up matches as the Arab countries at the finals, we- 
road to the World Cop finals in cer’s most prestigious event. But 
Italy. Egypt is flying the African flag 

„ and the UAE d flying Asia's. 
They are *iio preparing for rhe The UAE inking pan for the 
Gulf Cop annual tournament first time in the elite 24-natioo 
startling Ptb. 20 in Kuwait. World Crip finals, is drawn with 
The Soviet Union and De- West Germany, Yugoslavia and 
ftmark are expected to field their Colombia in Group D of the 
national rides, but Egypt will tournament. Egypt is drawn with 
field its “Olympic icmr in the England, Ireland and the Nether* 
matches which are to commence lands in Group F, 

Jan. 28. Denmark failed to make it to 

Each team will play twice with the World Cup finals but they are 
the UAE. one of the classier sides in 

Officials of the UAE Football Europe, having tnm if an impress 

Association said they Were ive impact in the previous world 
advised by Egypt of the team that Cup in Mexico, 
was coming but were not certain Egypt has a strong soccer trwfi- 

how many national players, if tioa with its dubs regularly enter- 
mty, were included. ing African Cup finals. 


HOROSCOPE 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JANUARY 24, 1990 
By Thomas S Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
fresh attitude about cooperating 
Md coord ina ting your eflorts to* 
wardsnewcoDditiaisandpenooa- 
ttttto cm bring you the answers for 
which you hive been rearcfaog. 

AUKS: (March 21 to April 19) 
ff roM c n w with friends can now b* 
in back of jwu and you witt be able 
to have an unusually good tune 
with your friends. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
fine day aotiiOy if people invite 
you bm refrain from yourself en* 
ten a nting. Financial protection is 
atm yours for any new project yon 
am involved a. 

GXMXNL* (May 21 to June 21) Do 
oot fault yourself ro so few friends. 
Read) out and make interesting 
new acquaintances, a private talk 
with a s u cc es sful person win help. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Accept the invitations that 
charming friends now extend to 
yon. Forg e t that long drawn out 
projea and proceed with a new 
one, 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
win need to have much dacassioo 
in order to prepare for that new 
project Follow the suggestion of a 
successful person to make more 
funds. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) An mtaentid man has several 
ideas for increasing your income. 
Good practical advice in helping 


your partner will also hrip you 
romantically. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


22) Now you will have a number «f 
successful penons who are wanting 
to become your friend. Join with 


your attachment in an interesting 
new project. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Persons you ate associated 
with in a pro j ect will show you a 
fun time. A new approach to your 
business venture* wiU bring you 
more money. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Do somethiu really 
spcdal for your mate today and 
reap the rewards. You wBl need to 
organise your time more wisely to 
get more done. 

m 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A wonderful day for 
you to entertain friends away from 
home. A good friend will give you 
a good idea for you to be with 
attachment. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Accept the invitation of a 
bigwig to a place of entertainment. 
A man from a distance wflJ provide 
you with an idea for a great pro- 
ject; take iL 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Watch your step at home for 
otherwise you may have an un- 
pleasant surprise. A sew attitude 
m which there is more romance is 
needed by you. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished super deluxe semi villa in new building, 
surrounded by a flower garden, with all services and 
utilities, located opposite the entrance to Jordan Universi- 
ty Hospital. 

Call tel: 846696 


SECRETARY /ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Middle East regional office of international non-gov- 
ernmental organisation is seeking secretary/administra- 
tive assistant for halftime position. Excellent Arabic, 
English, and typing required. 

Experience with wordprocessing and translation desir- 
able. Send resume with references to: 

P.O. Box 830419, Amman before January 31, 1990. 


~ PBosmrc Mass go., lid. 

INVITATION TO TENDER 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender 
No. 29F/89 (for the construction of pro- 
duction and observation boreholes at 
Eshidiya mines,- (water wells). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment, until, Thursday, March 1, 1990. 

Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a nonrefundable fee of 
JD 150 for each set, of tender docu- 
ments: 

The closing date for submission of ten- 
ders is 2.00 p.m. local time. March 15, 

1990 * WASEF AZAR 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Graf backs decision to expel 
McEnroe; Becker criticises it 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) — 
Steffi Graf, the world’s top 
woman tennis player, said Tues- 
day she believed American John 
McEnroe “lost control" sod offi- 
cials were correct to default him 
from hs Australian Open fourth 
round match. 

After her quarterfinal win over 
American Patty Fendick, Graf 
described McEnroe's disqual- 
ification Sunday as "a sad thing to 
happen.” 

"He is such a great player and I 
admire him so much for what he's 
done on the court," the West 
German said. 

“But he last his temper. He 
lost control and I think it was 
probably the right decision for 


the umpires to make. 

“He's so great, he should know 
not to go over die limit." 

Graf joined a number of lead- 
ing players who believed McEn- 
roe deserved to be defaulted. 

Matt WiUndci, Stpfan Edbere, 
Mark Woodforde, Aaron Krick- 
and David Wheaton on 
Monday all said McEnroe, who 
claime d be had misunderstood 
the rales, was as fault. 

Boris Becker came to the de- 
fence of John McEnroe saying 
the mbconduct rules arc wrong 
and warning tennis officials 
against trying to turn players into 
robots. 

“Teams has to be careful/' 
Becker said at the Australian 


Motor Sports Committee 
announces calendar 

AMMAN (l-T.) — The recently formed wthml Motor sports 
^^rmriftrr nf ihr Royal Aatamobfle Onh of Jordan has fnmpirt xi 
p h<M for the events tint wB! "xfc* tm fte national soo rt i ag 
calendar and which *R be hrlakd in the drivers championships 
of the Kingdom. 

The c o mmit tee fa composed of pnnfaat persons who are 
connected wftb d farrfi of m otor sports todnUsg ciu T c ut m ud 


is composed of the foBowfeg: Bis Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
(chairman), Abdufiah A1 Khalfi, Alacddtn, Sahefl Marar, 

Zlad Bnstami, George Haddad. Hailham Ai Mufti, Mohammad AJ 
Saleh and Derek Ledger. 

Itis the Intention of the conuaRtee toenen re that aHamtor sports 
events held la the Kingdom are taBonsd to the needs of the 
competitors, to tuuirt i MBtitamflcm of high qualify 
and to gu ar an tee fair play and compliance with rales and 
regulations. 

In this context the Motor Sports Committee h*« mmohnonsfr' 
taken dbdplnay artton by snspendlng the right to owyn for a 
period of one year of two drivers who have contravened various 
rules and who were c ons fchic d to have behaved in an imsport- 


Tbe committee has set the guidefiaes for the orguUog 
conuntee to follow for the Jordan Inte rnati onal Rdy that wiB now 
become a two day event scheduled for the 17th and 18th of May. 

Hie complete list of motor sports events pfaumed for this year is 
as follows: 

1990 NATIONAL SPORTING CALENDAR 


Autotcst Friday, February 23 

N a t i on al Rafly ........ m............ ... ........ ......... Fx Usy, Msrcii 14 

Rn i nma n i sm O i wfc Friday, April 6 

Auto tcst ... ■ .......... . — .«M.....m ............ Friday, Msy 4 

Jordan International Rally Tfan/FrL, May 17-18 

National Rally Friday, June 22 

4 Wh cd - dHve Int mmt io nri Rafly .............. Tlm/Fri. July 26-27 

Rmnman Hffl Cftrib .................................. Friday, August 17 

Autotcst Friday, S eptember 7 

Autotcst — Friday October 5 

National Rally ...... ............ Friday, Nomtibcr 2 

Autotcst Friday, November 23 


HOUSEKEEPER WANTED 

A foreign family needs a Filipino housekeeper; work 
from 8:00 a.m. til! 8:00 p.m. 

Please contact telephone Nos. 671526 or 
671530 during office time. 


FOR SALE-DUTY UNPAID 

Houseful! of used 

European furniture, appliances, etc. 
Inviting bids for sale as one lot. 

Tel: 684374/678086 


For a spfertdid rime 

come to 


For reservations please catt: 





Amman International Hotel 

Tel: 841712 




Open while McEnroe was flying 
borne to California after being 
thrown out of the tournament for 
smashing his racket and cursing. 

”Not everybody is tike a com- 
puter. Tennis is more than just 
hitting a few balls. It is very good 
to have a John McEnroe, and I 
hope we have a couple of more. 

"Sure, you can’t say what he 
said to the umpire, but there 
should be a different penalty than 
just taking him out of the match." 

Becker took some of the atten- 
tion off the McEnroe affair with a 
slick escape from two sets down 
Monday night, a trick reminiscent 
of his route to the U.S. Open title 
last fall. 

Down a break in the third set 
to 1989 Australian finalist Milov 
lav Medr, Becker stormed back 
to win 4-6. 6-7 (6-S). 6-4, 6-1. 6-1 
and reach the quarterfinals 
against three-time champion 
Mats WUandcr. 

“1 was quite astonished 1 go out 
of it." Becker said. 

It was the third time in recent 
months tbat Becker has come 
back from two sets down — the 
first time against Denick Rostag- 
no in the second round of the 
U.S. Open, the second time 
against Andre Agassi in Davis 
Cup play. 

"You 'have to tell yourself not 
to go down,” Becker said. "If I 
go down, the other guy has to 
beat me. So it’s first a struggle 
against yourself. That's the first 
fight you have to win, and then 
your opponent." 

Becker won both fights, turn- 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmetsani, Sweifieft, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


ing up the lev** of his game 
midway through the second set 
after one fan 'called out. "hey, 
Boris, you want to be number 
one?" and another fan yelled, 
“remember Davi Cup in 
America.” 

Becker’s first serve was off in 
the opening set, when he seemed 
distracted by cawing crows on the 
rim of the stadium and frustrated 
by the deft passing shots of the 
patient Czech, who broke Becker 
three times. 

Becker blew a 4-0 lead in the 
second-set tiebreaker, double- 
faulting to 4-4 and losing it on a 
lunging forehand he hit long. 

But after Mecir broke him in 
the third set for a 3-1 lead, the 
match suddenly changed. Medr 
weakened — missing a short drop 
shor, double-faulting and getting 
broken az love after two more 
errors — and Becker bore down. 

Mecir won only three more 
games the rest of' the match as 
Becker picked up the pace on his 
groundstrokes. attacked the net 
more confidentlly and unleashed 
eight aces of service winners. 

McEnroe’s tantrum and depar- 
ture were the talk of the open 
most of the day. It wasn't his 
worst display of court behaviour, 
but it cost him a shot at $200,000 
and put into question his future in 
tennis. 


NAF-NAF 

NAF-NAF 


s 






NAF-NAF 

Shmeisani _ Islamic Bank Bldg. 
V TeL687066 > 
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A1 Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation of the Physically 
Handicapped caflfa the members of the society to attend the 
General Meeting on Monday Jan. 29, 1990, 11:00 a.m. at 
the centre, 7th Circle — Abdallah Ghooshe St., behind the 
Royal Automobile Chib, Tel. No. 817598/99 or S17613. 

- New members are mostly welcomed 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, living room, 
dining room, sitting room, entrance and garage, 200 
square metre area, all services available, new furniture 
used for the first time, and the fiat is located in a six-fiat 
building, overlooking Mecca Street, near Baptist School 
— first floor with lift. 

■ 

Call tel. 813577 - 823493 
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Cmeoa 


CONCORD 


" Td: 677420^^^ Cinema 




WHAT GUYS? 

(Arabic) 



PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144^V^ Cinema 


Tel: 675571 W Crnema PLAZA Tel: 674111 


MY SISTER 

(Arabic) 
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aides go 

on trial 


Saturday 


BUCHAREST (R) — The trial 
of four top aides of executed 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu w31 
open in Bucharest Saturday, the 
Romanian Justice Ministry said 


Tuesday. 

The four — Tudor PosteJmcu, 


Emil Bobo, Ion Dinca and Man- 
ea Maoescu — were indicted 
Monday on charges of complicity 
in gemodde. , 

This relates to their role in the 
of an alleged €0,000 peo- 
ple during the 24-year rule of 
Ceausescu, who was deposed 
Dec. 22 and shot by firing squad 
along with bis wife Elena on 
Christmas Day. 

The statement from Justice 
Minister Teofil Pop, carried by 
official Bucharest Radio, gave no 
more details of die trial. 

But if convicted, the four could 
face life imprisonment. 

The death penalty was abo- 
lished Jan. 1 by a controversial 
decree of .the. ruling National 
Salvation Front (NSF) which 
angered many Romanians eager 
for retribution for the years of 
oppression. 

Postelcicu is a former interior 
minister and security chief, Bobu 
was chief Communist Party orga- 
niser, Dinca was a deputy pre- 
mier and Ceansescu’s right-hand 
man and Manescu was his first 
deputy prime minister. 

Hundreds of members of the 
former state apparatus, including 
leaders of the once-feared Securi- 
tate secret police, are expected to 
be indicted in the coming months, 
and Saturday’s trials will be the 
first significant opportunity for 
the new order to reveal publicly 
the crimes of the old. 

The dictator’s flamboyant son 
Nicu and daughter Zoe are also 
likely to face charges in due 
course. His elder son Valentin, a 
less prominent and less unpopu- 
lar figure, is also under arrest, but 
his future is undear. 


Vke-Presideiit’s fears 


Romanian Vice-President 
Dumitru Mazflu Monday accused 
Securitate secret police loyal to 
Ceausescu of dying to destroy 
him and wreck the revo lu tion. 

He said agents had infiltrated 
the month-old in te rim govern- 
ment, including the Foreign 
Ministry, and were organising a 
smear campaign. 

Under Ceausescu the Securi- 
tate infiltrated every walk erf life 
and although its armed agents no 
longer terrorise the streets of 
Bucharest, many people doubt 
that all its members have been 
removed from positions of 
power. 

“These people are doing every- 
thing possible to kill us and the 
revolution,” Mazflu said Monday 
night in his office in the head- 
quarters of the NSF. “X am very 
worried. The ' people who are 
doing this want to destroy our 
revolution.” 

Mazflu, number two in the NSF 
to President Ion Iliescu, has 
threatened a libel action against 
Romania Libera, an influential 
post-Ceansescu newspaper. 

it published two attacks on him 
10 days ago, accusing the former 
United Nations expert of being 
ex-colonel of the Securitate. 

“Ceausescu people in the Fore- 
ign Ministry are writing against 
me in the paper,” he said. 

“All this comes from Securitate 
files. Do yon think that in the 
new authority there is no Securi- 
tate? This is a crazy situation in 
Romania. 

“Frankly in some ways this 
period is worse for me than under 
the dictatorship.” 

Mazflu said that he was de- 


tained May 5, 1986 after writing a 

utedNa- 


draft report for the United 
dons condemning human rights 
abuses under Ceausescu. 
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TENNIS DIPLOMACY : Soviet reformist tennis match In Tokyo. Yettsfai was on a visit to 
Boris Yettsm (right) chats with Japanese Construe- Japan, 
tion Minister Sbozo Harada during a break at their 


4 more killed In Kashmir 


I SRINAGAR, India (R) — At 
least four people were shot dead 
Tuesday as Indian forces battled 
revolt in Kashmir’s Himalayan 
valley. 

PoRoe said four civilians died in 
firing during a procession in Sri- 
nagar, summer capital of Jammu 
ana Kashmir State where mili- 
tants are demanding independ- 
ence or union with neighbouring 
Pakistan. 

It was not immediately dear 
who had opened fire. Many of the 

IpiKtom fs SFC armed. 

A curfew imposed Saturday, 
when the Muslim-majority state 


erupted in protest against direct 
rule from Delhi, was relaxed in 
parts of Srinagar for four hours 
Tuesday. 

But simps and offices remained 
shuttered as Kashmiris marched 
in protest against the killing of 
more than 40 people in four days 
of confrontation between Indian 
security forces and demonstra- 
tors. 

The state’s newly-appointed 
Governor Jagmohan urged mili- 
tants to surrender their firearms. 

“all right-thinking people in 
the state are in deep anguish and 
agony,” he said in a statement. 


lamenting the deaths of “our 
brothers and sisters.” 

Popular support for the mili- 
tants has wrought havoc for Indi- 
a’s new gov ern ment. 

The government quit last 
week in protest at Jagmohan’s 
appointment. On Monday night 
local police went on strike, alleg- 
ing Indian forces had shot d e ad 
one of their colleagues. 

On Tuesday Pakistan Foreign 
Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan 
ended two days of talks in New 
Delhi aimed at improving rela- 
tions. Instead Kashmir domin- 
ated the ag e n d a. 


Mongolia announces 


first-ever party polls 


EAST BERLIN Agencies) — 
The Mongolian Communist Par- 
ty, facing unprecedented popular 
pressure to reform, has for the 
first time promised elections for 
local party posts, the official East 
German news agency (ADN) said 
Tuesday. 

ADN, reporting from the 
Mongolian capital Ulan Bator, 
said the party newspaper Unen 
had announced town and district 
elections for the thud quarter of 
1990. 


Up to now Mongolia’s Stalinist 
leadership has not permitted 


competition for party posts 
“Local par t y leaders are 


P 1 ?: 



Low and have been ordered to 
heed aO wishes and suggestions 
from their members,” the ADN 
report said. 

ADN said the politbnro of the 
rifling Mongolian People's Re- 
volutionary Party had decided to 
bold elections before its 20th par- 
ty congress. 

The report was from ADN 
correspondent Hugo Kroepdin, 
one of only a handful of foreign 
journalists based permanently in 
Mongolia. He speaks Mongol and 
is considered^ an authority on the 
country in Ins native East Ger- 
many. 

On Monday the Mongolian 
Democratic Association, a fledg- 
ling reform group demanding an 
end to the country’s 69-year-old 
communist system, predicted that 


Commenting cm die group’s 
demands for the first tone, a 
government spokesman -told fore- 
ign journalists that the ruling 
Ccunmumst Party coukl “envis- 
age a multi-party system.” 

Mongolia is a Vast land of 
rolling steppes sandwiched be- 
tween China and the Soviet Un- 
ion. Home to just over two mil- 
lion people, it is the world’s 
second oldest Communist coun- 
try and remains closely allied to 
the Soviet Union. 

But the winds of change that 
toppled hardline communist rul- 
ers among Moscow’s Eastern 
European allies have now 
reached_tins remote land. 

The Democratic Association 
has staged four unofficial demon- 
strations in Ulan Bator since ear- 
ly December. A statue of former 
Soviet leader Josef Stalin was 
removed last .week, from a dty 


democracy would take root this 


“We think' we will have a 
democratic government within 
' this year,” Sanjasuren Zorig, 
leader of the Democratic Asso- 
ciation, told journalists Mon- 
day. ” And this year we think our 
demands will be settled.” 

Foreign observers in Ulan 
Bator said Zorig’s movement was 
the most serums challenge to the 
communist Party in recent his- 
tory, but his prediction could, 
prove too ambitious. 

They said the party has no 
me chanism to register an opposi- 
tion party for national elections. 
The constitution says the Com- 


munist Party must dominate the 
government. 

Z g ri g said his group has some 
60,000 members, workers dis- 
affected with low wages, sluggish 
political and economic reforms 
and their country’s distorted offi- 
cial history. 

The Communists, he said, have 
falsified accounts of the deeds of 
Genghis Khan, the ruthless Mon- 
gol chieftain whose hordes con- 
quered the world’s biggest land 
empire in the 13th century. 

“For us, Genghis Khan was an 
outstanding man,” Zorig said, 
promising to reahabOitate Genhis 
if his association wins power. 

Government spokesman Ter-; 
bish Chimcddorg, speaking to 
foreign journalists, also men- 
tioned the “Great Khan”, saying 
the government was reappraising 
his officially negative reputation. 

Genghis was both good and 
bad, be said. Good because be 
united wanin g Mongol tribes and 
founded die nation, bat bad be- 
cause he destroyed “many cultu- 
ral monuments and killed many 
people,” Chimeddoig said. 


Chimeddorg, head of cultural 
kb and b 


exchange and information at the 
Foreign Ministry, said bis govern- 
ment was accelerating political 
and economic reforms. 

He said the reforms were in- 
spired mainly by Soviet leads’ 
Mikhail Gorbachev, but the 
democracy movement had also 
exerted some pressure. “I cannot 
say it (the democracy movement) 
has had no effect,” he said. 


Frontline states urge Pretoria 


to respond positively to ANC 


LUSAKA (Agencies) — Leaders Sunday, the ANC reiterated It 
of the African frontline nations would not consider talks until 
have caned on the wirite-domin- jailed leader Nelson Mandela and 
ated government in South Africa all political prisoners were re- 
to dear the way for negotiations leased along with an end to South, 
with the African National Con-' Africa’s state of emergency, 
gress. (ANC). It also demanded a halt to 

A one-day summit of the heads political trials and restrictions on 
of the six-nation grouping of political activities and the with- 
black-govemed states neighbour- drawal of troops from South Afri- 


50-nation Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity (OAU). 

It features most of the condi- 
tions ratified by the ANC nation- 
al executive committee Sunday. 


Death threats 


ing South Africa Monday deman- 
ded an mgent action by President 
F.W. de Klerk to open talks with 
the ANC, current frontline presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda said. 

The 'Zambian president said 
the frontline states endorsed the 
conditions set by the main orga- 
nisation fighting in South Africa 
for dialogue on a peace settle- 
ment. 

“We urge... that President de 
Klerk does more to respond to 


ca’s black townships. 

Kaimda told the closing session 
of Monday’s summit “it is now up 
to de Klerk to create the right 


tyjx^of donate” for talks. 


said the ANCs negotiating 
stand was widely supported inter- 
nationally and by the United Na- 
tions. 

Earlier Monday, Kaunda told 
smnnriteers a U.N. plan to end 
racial conflict in South Africa was 
to the South African 


the very reasonable position that g o v ern ment but as yet no re- 
tire ANC has given,” Kaimda spouse had been received, 
said in a dosing statement The U-N. plan is based on one 

At ibe end of a three-day meet- drawn up by the ANC and 
ing of its 35-member national adopted last August as the official 
executive committee in Lusaka position on South Africa of the 


South African police said Tues- 
day they were investigating death 
threats by a right-wing extremist 
group against de Klerk and the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson. 

Authorities- were checking two 
letters sent to the Citizen news- 
paper in the name of “The White 
Wolves” threatening to kill de 
Klerk and Jackson, who is ex- 
pected to visit Sooth Africa short- 
ly, a police spokesman said. 

Pohce said the investigation 
was “sensitive” and they coukl 
not release any details. 

One of the letters was headed 
“Death Threat — Jesse Jack- 
son,” die newspaper reported in 
its Tuesday editions. It warned 
the American civil rights leader 
would be killed if he visited South 



postpone congress 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via’s Communist Party postponed 
indefinitely Tuesday a party 
congress after Slovene delegates 
walked out in a move that could 
sound the party's death' knell. 


parly’s history have found the 
strength to overcome their diffi- 
culties,” Pancevski said. 

Prime Minister Ante Maikovic 
fold reporters after die walkout: 
“Yugoslavia will function with or 


The walkout followed the par- .without the League of Commun- 


Ui 


The letters demanded the re- 
lease of five imprisoned men link- 
ed to the White Wolves, the 
paper said. The letters warned de 
Klerk would be killed if the group 
membere were not freed, it said. 


ty^s reunification Monday its con- 
stitutionally guaranteed hading 
role in society and its decision to 
allow a multi-party system. 
‘(The party) proposes to the 

a 

law cm political plurahsm indud- 
ing a multi-party system,” said 
Momir Bui ate vie, communist 
leader in Montenegro who 
chaired a session at the congress. 

But Ciiil Ribidc, Communist 
Party chief of Slovenia, said the 
party had haled to re fo rm itself 
and remained internally undemo- 


ists.” 

“We tried repeatedly to change 
the course of this congress,” said 


ary of Slovenian party pahtburo, 
told reporters. “We hoped the 
League of Communists would 
transform itself into a social 
democratic party.” 

Communist Party leaders in 
Slovenia were the first to allow 


oppo sition parties and, together 
with Cro 


a 

little is known about the 
White Wolves group, which 
claims It is determined to per- 
petuate white rule in South 


Master of computer ‘worm’ convicted 


SYRACUSE, New York (Agen- 
cies) — Robert Tappan Morris 
was convicted Monday of un- 
leashing a computer “worm” 
programme that infiltrated! a 
nationwide network used by the 
U.S. Defence Department in 
1988 and froze thousands of 
computers. 

The 24-year-old Morris, who 
told jurors last week that the 
programme was experiment gone 
awy, sat stony-faced as the jury 
read its verdict following five and 
a half hours of deliberations. The 
trial had lasted two weeks. 

Morris faces up to five years in 
prison and $250,000 in fines for 
spreading the worm pro g ramme 
into the internet network used by 
the Defence Department as well 
as several universities. 

Last week Morris, a former 
Cornell University graduate stu- 
dent, told the jury he had been 


e x pe rim enting to see if the prog- 
ramme could spread from compu- 
ter to computer using two compu- 
ter security holes that he had 
discovered. 

But a programming error 
caused the programme to dupli- 
cate uncontrollably, shutting 
down about 6,000 computers. 

Although defence lawyer Tho- 
mas Gmdoboni argued that Mor- 
ris’s motives were innocent, not- 
ing that he had placed restrictions 
on the programme to prevent a 
shutdown of the network, the 
prosecution claimed that even a 
good motive, such as intellectual 
curiosity, was no defence. 

Ellen Mettzer, a trial lawyer for 
the U.S. Justice Department, 
said Morris deliberately stole 
computer passwords from hun- 
dreds of people so the worm 
could break into as man y compu- 
ters as possible. 


And she said Morris, who had 
testified that he never intended 
for the worm programme to cause 
such harm, took deliberate and 
conscious steps to make the rogue 
programme difficult to detect and 
eradicate. 


“This was not a 


•9 


she 


said. “Robert Morris worked 
diligently at creating this worm... 
at trying to make it better.” 
But Morris' lawyer, Thomas 
Gmdoboni, contended in bis dos- 


ntessage an an electronic bulletin 
board with instructions bow to 
defeat the worm. 

“Does a person who- intends 
unauthorised use or to cause a 
system to crash send out a mes- 
sage to stop it? of course not,” 
Gmdoboni said. 

Although the indictment 
changed the. worm did about 
$1,000 in damage, computer ex- 
perts estimated that the time 
computers were down and the 


Slovenian delegates walked out 
after being outvoted on the re- 
public’s demand to transform the 
party into eight autonomous re- 
gional organisations. 

“(Slovenia) was outvoted at 
the congress on such key issnes as 
a pro-European orientation, hu- 
man rights and freedoms... even 
the bask; character of Yugosla- 
via’s federal structure,” he said. 

The Croatian and Macedonian 
delegations also threatened to 
leave. 

Yugoslav Communist Party 
chief Milan Pancevski told the 
remaining delegates foe congress 
would be postponed until further 
notice while branches in foe eight 
republics and provinces held 
emeigency meetings. 

“Yugoslav communists, even 
during foe hardest periods of foe 


Croatia, pledged to hold free 
multi-party elections nest spring. 

They are opposed by Serbia, 
the biggest republic, which advo- 
cates a centralised Communist 
Party,, based on democratic cen- 
tralism, by winch majority deci- 
sions are binding for all. 

Svetozar Marovic, of the Mon- 
tenegrin delegation, said: “The 
departure of the delegates from 
Slovenia means the end of an 
authoritarian party which en- 
sured its survival through admi- 
nistrative measures.” 

-Asked whether the dissolution 
of foe Yugoslav party meant foe 
end of the Yugoslav federation, 
former Slovenian party chief 
Milan Kucan said: “The unity of 
Yugoslavia does not depend on 
the League of Cbnummists.” .- 
But former Yugoslav president 
Raif Dizdarevic said, “not only 
the League of Communists is at 
stake, but the survival of Yugos- 
lavia itself.” 


mg arguments that didn’t intend to labour needed to combat foe 
cause, and did not cause, perms- worm cost $5 minfon dollars to 
nent damage to any computer $12 million, 
files when he unleased the worm. The worm was only supposed 
“There was no work lost; work to break into a handful of the 
was delayed, that ’* foe bottom 180,000 computers on Internet 
line,” Guidoboni said. and then just leave a single copy 

He said that once Morris real- of itself in an all but a few 
ised foe worm had gone berserk, machines, Morris said, 
he took steps to try to stop it. “It was a mistake and I’m 
When that failed, Guidoboni said sorry,” were Morris’ last words as 
Morris had friends send out a he stepped off the witness stand. 


Noriega has French 


castle. Swedish estate 


Diplomats expect more boat people 


By Chris Peterson 

Reuter 


HONG KONG — Several 
thousand Vietnamese boat peo- 
ple will try to head for Hong 
Kong when the sailing season 
resumes in March, regardless of 
what happens at an international 
conference in Geneva this 
week, diplomats believe. 

Last year over 34,000 Viet- 
namese landed in Hong Kong, 
swelling foe population in the 
camps here to nearly 56,000 
and forcing the British colony 
to start a controversial forced 
repatriation programme. 

“Despite foe appalling condi- 
tions in the camps, and despite 
forced repatriation, I still ex- 
pect several thousand to try it,” 
said one Western diplomat. 

“The fundamental problem 
hasn't gone away — Vietnam's 
northern provinces are in a 
miserable state, from an econo- 
mic viewpoint.” 

So hr this year 147 boat 
people have arrived, but Hong 


Kong officials say the crunch 
wQl come in late March, when 
weather conditions in the South 
China Sea moderate with foe 
start of the so-called sailing 
season. 

International refugee work- 
ers say there is evidence the 
message that there is no future 
for boat people in Hong Kong’s 
camps is getting through, but 
they still expect a hard core to 
make the trip. 

“Letters home fr o m camp 
residents, broadcasts made by 
foe Hong Kong authorities and 
efforts by the Vie tnamese gov- 
eminent have had an emit, 
there’s no doubt of that,” said a 
refugee aid worker. 

“But in foe poor northern 
provinces like Quang Ninh a 
combination of due financial 
straits, corrupt local officials 
and a widespread rumour mill 
means some will come, 
although not as many as last 
year.” 

The aid worker said the mes- 
sage had got through in more 


sophisticated areas of Vietnam, 
and pointed out that a higher 
proportion of arrivals than be- 
fore were now coming from the 
north. 

“You are getting fewer and 
fewer southerners, probably 
because of the agreement by 
which Hanoi is now allowing 
former officials and officers 
from the old South Vie tnamese 
regime to go to the United 
States in large num b ers,” the 
worker added. 

An international conference 
on the problem starts in Gene- 
va this week, where officials 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), tiie United States, 
Vietnam, first asylum countries 
and resettlement countries will 


asylum countries 

those states in South-East Asia 
which agreed under a 1979 
U.N. convention to house boat 
people pending resettlement 


Last June a meeting 

adopted a co m p r ehensive plan 
of action, which adopted 
screening for new arrivals, fas- 
ter resettlement for genuine re- 
fugees, and support for the 
UNHCR’s voluntary repatria- 
tion programme. 


Hong Kong and Britain, de- 
sperate to send a strong signal 
to deter would-be boat people 
from coining, struck a deal with 
Vietnam on the forced return of 
those screened out in the Brit- 
ish colony as illegal immigrants. 

On Dec. 12, Hong Kong sent 
51 Vietnamese men, women 
and children back to Hanoi 
aboard a chartered airliner in 
foe first mandatory return of 
boat people. 

The move brought wide- 
spread condemnation, particu- 
larly from the United States, 
and diplomats say Vietnam has 
now baulked at accepting any 
more forced repatriation 
flii ' 


Geneva whereby Bri tain 
to pul foe programme on hold 
to allow the UNHCR’s volun- 
tary return project more time. 

The first flight of Volunteers 
returned to Hanoi last March, 
and diplomats say Vietnam has 
stuck to its promise that they 
would not be mistreated or 

their return. 


on 


The programme, which was 
slow to start, is now running at 
two flights a month. More than 
1,000 have returned voluntari- 
ly, and nearly 1,500 are waiting 
to have their papers processed. 

Sergio Vieira de Mello, head 
of the UNHCR’s regional 
bureau covering Asia, told 
Hong Kong Radio Tuesday that 
it was vital that foe Geneva 
meeting reached agreement. 



mats in Hong Kong 
said that although Washington 
still opposes forced repatria- 
tion,. a deal could be strode is 


“If we do not solve this prob- 
lem sensibly, then foe compre- 
hensive plan of action is in 
danger. (Abandonment of first 
asylum) could be one of the 
consequences,” he said 
Geneva. 


m 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
U.S. investigators have unco- 
vered evidence suggesting that 
deposed Panamanian dictator 
Manuel Noriega amassed up to 
$300 million, including properties 
in France and Sweden, during his 
eight years in power, according to 

Times. 


Noriega, now held in custody 
in Miami awaiting trial on drug 
trafficking charges, was ousted 
afterU-S. troops invaded Pana- 
20 and installed the 

GiriDer- 


zno 


Los Angeles 

Among hundreds of bank 
accounts and pieces of property 
believed linked to Noriega is a 
$27 million castle in the south of 
held in foe name of 
Noriega's mistress, 35-year-old 
Vicky Amado, the newsp a per 
said in a report from Panama City 
unidentified Panamanian 
and U.S. sources. 


U-S. 


The U.S. military has withdrew 
statements that it had found 
drugs hi a building linked to 
Noriega and spotted cocaine pro- 
cessing plants in the jungle 


bordering Costa Rica. 
J.S. re 



have also found 
solid evidence of a Noriega con- 
nection to a vast range of bold- 

“ ll V _^P . M - ■ 


i ng* tfanmghont Tjitin 

foe UnitraStates and 


including a sprawling estate in 


U.S. forces have confiscated 
415 kilogrammes of cocaine sjmy . 
the Dec. 20 invasion to oust 
Noriega, they said, not including 
nearly 300 kilogrammes found in 
the evidence room of foe anti- 
narcotics 'police. 

U.S. officials qiMHidra* as “a 
mistake” foe reports that eftfar 


Sweden, the newspaper said. 

rties u France and 


20 kilogrammes or 50 kflqgram- 

Dund in j. 


properties 
Sweden were not identified. 

The newspaper quoted uniden- 
tified sources as saying the Un- 
ited States believes Noriega ac- 
quired part of his money through 
scheme in which Panamanian 

visas were solid for up to $1,000 
to Cuban and Chinese desperate 
to leave their countries. 

Other suspected sources of 
wealth included Noreiga’s ste- 
wardship of the Panamanian ens- 


ures of cocaine were form 
building at Fort 
named the “witch bouse,” be- 
cause of the articles of witchcraft 
found inside. 

The report was cited by some 
U.S. officials , as proof that. 
Noriega was involved with drugs. - 

But a list released Monday by 
tiie U.S. Southern Command 
showed that no drugs, were found 
in the “witch house” and only 
small “user amounts” of drugs, 
which could not be linked to foe 


toms and tax systems, both of strongman, were ~f bund . tn 
which demanded exorbitant ' Noriega's command headquarters 
bribes as a cost of. doing business, and a-Ffenamaman office at Fort 
tire newspaper said. Amador. 
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A taste of 
Middle Ages 


LYNDHURST, New Jersey 
(AP) — Diners looking for an 
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but no silverware — at a sooo4o- 
open restaurant. The restaurant,. 
Medieval Tunes, is a repUroof an 
11th-century European fortress, it 
scheduled - to open in mid- 


fei 


IS 


February, and belongs to a rear 
taurant company of the same 
name that Offers patrons a-taste 


f 



of the Middle Ages. Visitors wfll 
jousting matches, sword 
ts, tournament games and 
er pageantry when they take 
their seats in the 7,400-square- 
metre facility. Trumpeters herald 
visitors - into ■ fire arena, -which 
seats about 1,200. While “serfs” 
and “wenches" in period cos- 
tumes offer guests roup, chicken, 
spare ribs, potatoes and the 
“Jong’s brew, eight performers 
on horseback weave around .the 
sandy carousel floor. The com- 
pany has h a d trouble finding em- 
ployees with the requisite skills, 
so it has taken out newspaper ads 
that read, “looking .for athdfec 
persons to assist knights in per- 
formances and to train -in the arts 
of horsemanship, jousting, 
weaponry and swordfightmg, 
Posable advancement to 
hood." 
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Moose courts cows 
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Yugoslav Communists 


WEST HAMPTON, Massachus- 
etts (AP) — The antics of alone 
moose who has been trying to 
court the attentions of danycows 
may be amusing to onlookers, but - 
a farmer has had enough of the 
confused creature. During' foe' 
weeks he has been circulating 
aroiind foe area of western Mas- 
sachusetts, the moose has be- 
come a mmor celebrity, drawing 
regular visitors to a farm Frank 
Montague runs for his son, Peter. 
“They’re aS over the place;"", be 
said of the onlookers. “The first 
day there were a : half dozen 
cars.” Three years ago more than 
75,000 people visited a Shrews- 
bury, Vermont, farm where a 
318-kilogramme moose — - a large 
deer-like animal with huge 
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antlers «— spent 76 days wooing a 

lea 1 ' 


Hereford cow named Jessica. A 
song called “Loy^k^; ; Moose” 
was written 'abotiTtito -two." 
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No more 
walking tall 


k 


LONDON (R) — Police ii* Lon- 
don no longer have to walk. tall. 
In a drive to. recruit officers from 
ethnic minorities, Scotland Yard 
headquarters said it was scrap: 
ping height requirements for the 
blue-helm eted London bobby. 
Senior officers said many Asians 
were being. kept off the force by 
rules requiring, male recruits to 
top 170 centimetres and- women 
to be at least 160 centimetres taO. 
Only 520 of the 28,000 London 
metropolitan police are jood- 
white, a statistic, that has drawn 
criticism from urban community- 
groups and politicians. In an 
effort to attract more women 
firefighters, the LOndon fire bri- 
gade has already stopped measur- 
ing recruits’ chests, once a t es t fo r 
lung capacity in coping with 
smoke hazards. 
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Oval office 
gets facelift 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House announced Monday 
that the president’s Oval Office, 
the centre of U.S. power and 
influence, had undergone a face- 
lift at a cost of more than $62^)00. 
It said the redecoration, firiabced 
by .contributions to the White 
House Historical Association, in- 
cluded installation of a new- rug, 
new draperies, a new coffee table 
and reuphokte red arm chairs. 
The grey-blue rug, which has thfi 
presidential sol woven into its 
centre, was designed by a firm in 
President George Bush’s adopted 
hometown of Houston, Texas. 
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